QUESTION 4, ROMANS 6 PART 6 BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST.

VS. 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

In salvation we are not merely forgiven, and not only justified, these things
are wonderful in themselves, but also, we who were once in Adam, in
darkness and death are now in Christ.

Here we see the two-fold miracle God performed in the inner being of the
sinner when he is born again; The first is found in 4a and the second in 4b.
1) He is disengaged from sins reign and man’s evil nature, its power broken,
he has been separated from it, no longer compelled to obey it. (Buried with
Him through baptism.)

2) God has imparted to the believer the divine nature, (2Peter 1:4) which
has become in him the new source of moral, godly, spiritual life which
produces in him a hatred for sin and a love of righteousness and fellowship
with God. (Walk in nhewness of life.)

This new power, unlike the law, now resides in us, a new heart has been
given us, a heart to love and obey God. This power is from within. (Ez. 36,
Jer. 31)

There are only 2 positions mankind can be in, either in Adam and dead to
Christ, or in Christ and dead to Adam. No middle ground and no progression.

o 1Jn.5:12; He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son
of God does not have life.

THE BURIAL OF CHRIST, THE BURIAL OF THE BELIEVER:

Why does Paul mention burial, isn’t the fact that he mentions we have been
baptized into Christ’'s death enough? (VS. 3)

Why add buried? Because burial is proof positive that a death has taken
place. You will not bury someone unless the death is obvious and an
absolute fact. Death now is certainly irreversible.

WE NEED TO GET A REAL HOLD ON THIS TRUTH and to first understand how
it applies to Christ.

To understand what it meant to Him and by understanding His side, so that
we may get a grasp of our deliverance from our side a deliverance from the
realm of sin and death and our translation into the kingdom of grace and
life.

It is proof positive that what ever life was lived before is now over, it is
buried and gone.

Burial then is a proclamation that whatever relationship one had to a
previous life, a life to this world is gone, ended forever. No going back.



This baptism we have had with Christ, where we had died to sin’s nature,
was not a quick dip, not a in and out, but it was a deep thorough baptism, a
permanent grafting into Christ and His finished work.

One that plunged us deep into his death, then deeper still, deep into His
burial, and still further with Him, into His resurrection. It was a thorough,
complete and absolute union with Christ.

Jesus when coming as a man in His incarnation humbled Himself under the
realm of sin, He came into a sinful world, and lived within its sphere.

He had assumed this for the purpose of our salvation.

By His burial He was declaring that the relationship to the realm of sin in
this world which He had assumed for the purposes of man’s redemption no
longer existed.

He moved out altogether from the realm, reign and kingdom of sin of which
he had for a season deliberately and voluntarily brought Himself into in
order to save His people.

And we, having been baptized into His death and burial by the Holy Spirit,
have been buried sealed off from the realm and reign of sin and death.

As a man, when he dies and is buried has entirely finished with this realm
and life in which he had lived, so likewise the Christian who was buried with
Christ has finished with His old life, nature, realm and sphere.

CHRIST’'S RESURRECTION:

e VS. 4b. that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

The second half of vs. 4, emphasizes the positive side of this baptism,
resurrection. Having been raised with Christ we should now walk in
newness of life.

We are not only joined, grafted into His death and burial, but also into His

resurrection

What are we to learn by what the Spirit, through Paul, emphasizes
regarding the way, the source of the resurrection, the way in which it came
to pass?

BY THE GLORY OF THE FATHER.

What is glory as regards God?

Glory is the essential character of God, His power, His chief character and
attribute.

His glory is displayed in His forgiveness, in His calling of us, in His salvation
of us, all that He does for us and in us, all that He does in nature and
history.

The glory of the Father is used in scripture synonymously with His power.
They are interchangeable, His power is an expression of His glory.

One could read this, “the glorious power of the Father.”



So here the first thing the resurrection of Jesus proclaims is the glory and

the power of the Father.

So it was the Father who raised Jesus from the dead by His glory and power.

o Jesus said that He had power to lay His life down and power to take it
up again, this commandment I have received from my Father. Here is
no contradiction, rather it displays the doctrine or truth of the Trinity.
o In the scriptures sometimes an action can be ascribed to any one of

the divine Trinity. The 3 in one, the one in 3. But here it is expressed
to the Father.

Death is a tremendous power; it is the ultimate manifestation of the power

of sin.

The realm of sin and death did their utmost to hold Jesus, they thought they

had conquered Him, He was crucified, He had died, He had been buried, the

stone rolled over the mouth of the grave and sealed, and a Roman guard

set.

All was accomplished and in place to hold Him this would finally be the end

of Him.

But behold, now comes the power and glory of God! Death could not hold

Him because He is the Holy One of God and not only a man.

The resurrection also tells us that Christ could not be held by the power and

reign of sin and death. (Act. 2:24)

Christ is raised and the defeat of the reign of sin is publicly proclaimed,

declared, demonstrated.

His resurrection is the ultimate proof that sin and deaths reign has been

conquered, vanquished.. Yes, death where is your sting?!

The power of death and sin has done its worst, used its every weapon and

reserve, but it has been defeated, routed, its reign is ended.

Jesus has no more to do with it, He is out of the realm, the sphere of it, no

longer under its presence.

Our Lord not only came out of the realm or sphere from which He had

entered at His incarnation, but He has risen into another realm, a new

sphere into what Paul calls here, "newness of life.”

The realm and reign of sin is over regarding the Christ; He has died

triumphantly and has passed over into the realm of glory and life. (vs. 9-10)

We see the same thought in Heb. 2:9, “"but we see Jesus.”

Here we read that Jesus who was always from eternity past infinitely above

angels, he who was their creator, made lower, He who made all things and

by whom all things consist was made for a time lower, (entered sin’s realm)

But now; crowned with glory and honor, raised back to His original, eternal

realm, out of the lower realm into this higher realm,

Jesus has now, by the resurrection gone out of this lower realm, dead and

buried out of it, He has risen on the other side of it, He is no longer under

that sphere.



His relationship to the realm and rule and reign of sin has gone once and for
ever.

Gal. 4:4 says the same..

Christ’s resurrection proclaims that all that went before His death is
finished, done!

He is not longer under the law, He has finished with the law of sin and
death, entirely... Jn. 17:5 is now fulfilled.

OUR RESURRECTION:

Now it is critically important for us to understand what Christ’s resurrection
means, involves and implies and this is seen in Paul’s astonishing statement
which says what is true of Jesus is true of us as well.
See the two little phrases which have an enormous, unmeasurable meaning
for us, “"JUST AS,” and “"EVEN SO.”
Now notice these 2 statements; “just as,” and “even so.”
What does this mean? What was true of His resurrection? What did His
resurrection mean to Him as pertains to our union and His mission?
We are baptized into him, we are joined to Him, what is true of His death is
true of us, what is true of His burial is true of us, and what is true of His
resurrection is true for us.
So the same power that raised Christ from the dead is the same power that
raised us from the death, THE realm and THE reign of sin, into which we had
entered as a result of Adam'’s transgression and the subsequent reign of sin.
o Eph. 1:19-20; and what is the exceeding greatness of His power
toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power 2° which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
We must remember, this is not something that is going to happen to
believers, to us, but something that has happened to us already at the
moment we were justified, born again.
We have been extracted from this old realm of sin and have by the grace of
God entered into the reign of grace. (Col. 1:13)
The glorious power of the Father that was revealed, exerted, and
manifested in raising Christ literally and physically from the grave, that

same power transfers us from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
God’s dear Son, a kingdom of love.

WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE:

WALK: To order one’s behavior, to regulate one's life, to conduct one’s self.
We have shared Christ’s resurrection in order that we may order our
behavior in the power of a new life imparted.

Prior to salvation ones will was enslaved to sin and self, it was enslaved to
its evil nature,



Now in Christ the chains have been broken, the saint now has the power
under God to reject the desires and power of our former life.

This newness of life refers to a new source of spiritual energy imparted to
the believer by God through which he is enabled, empowered to live a new
life in Christ, a life that glorifies God.
Thus giving him both the desire and the power to do God’s will. (Phil. 2:12-
13).
o Vs. 13, For God is the one who is constantly putting forth energy in
you, giving you both the desire and the power to do His good
pleasure.” (Wuest)

We now have the wonderful responsibility to bring all things unto the
subjection to His will.

To walk then in newness of life; is not something we are hoping for, not
something we are striving after, but something that is an objective fact, it is
true of all believers because we were plunged into this great baptism into
Christ by the Holy Spirit at conversion.

I died, was buried and rose with Christ into a new realm. (2 Cor. 5:17) (Eph.
2:6)

Remember our nation’s history, how there were a remnant of people who
left a foreign shore to settle in the new world, pilgrims we call them, they
were a nhew colony.

Well, we are a colony of heaven, momentarily stationed on earth as we
sojourn as pilgrims here.

Because of this baptism we are now citizens of heaven (phil. 3:20) It is not
something that is going to be, it is something that is.

All of this is, and more to come is Paul’s exposition of Vs 2 “"How shall we
who died to sin live any longer in it?



