QUESTION 4, ROMANS 6 PART 6

INTRO: 2Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?

If I were to ask you, “do you want to live free from sin? “I would certainly
assume that you would all honestly answer, “Yes.”

That is our hearts responding to being made in His image, and to this
Romans 6 responds.

MLJ, says, to understand the meaning of the phrase, “how shall we who
have died to sin,” is the key to the understanding of the Apostles whole
doctrine of salvation.

It is of utmost importance to understand this verse if we are to understand
correctly Paul’'s teaching and the rest of the verses in this section.

We also see, as we continue to read, that not only have we died to sin, but
we have been made alive, alive to God, alive to righteousness, and under
the reign of grace and life.

VS. 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death?

First, we can’t help but notice Paul’s surprising question found at the
opening of this verse.

Do you not know? He would be surprised if they could not answer in the
affirmative his question, and the understanding of his doctrine.

It is clear to us from this verse that the Roman church understood the
symbolism and doctrine dead in Christ and of baptism.

Paul expected them to know all about it, not just doctrinally, but in practice.
Paul is basically saying, need I tell you? Is this not common knowledge
among you Romans Christians?

This Roman church, as I believe, the other N.T. churches were not
ignoramuses regarding doctrine. I do not believe they were lazy and not
applying their minds to the things of scripture. This was beginners’ food.
But do I know it? Do we know it, does the church at large know it?

The next thing we see is that the Christian has been joined to Christ by a
baptism and it is stated to be a baptism unto death, and that from this death
we have received benefits. Life!
BAPTISM:
o Meaning "to dip," was used among the Greeks to signify the dying of a
garment, or the drawing of water by dipping a vessel into another,
o Itis pictured by Aron dipping his finger into the bowl of blood in Lev.
9.
o A scripturally accurate definition of the word as seen here and in the
next verse would be, an introduction into or placing of a person or
thing into a new environment



o Orinto a union with something else so as to alter its condition or its
relationship to its previous environment or condition.

o The hardening of a sword.

We can understand how the picture of adult water baptism is such a perfect
clear picture of what God has done for us in Christ and why a believer is
commanded to be baptized. (A demonstration of a truth, a confirmation a
covenant.)

Here the word refers to the sovereign act of God introducing a believer into
vital union with Jesus Christ, with the result that that believer might have
the power of his sinful nature broken and the divine nature implanted
through his identification within Christ, His death, burial, and resurrection.
All of this is objective not subjective.

o The difference between objective information and subjective
information is that objective is based on facts, while the subjective is
based on feelings or opinions. (gravity)

We cannot live by feelings, ...oh I don’t feel dead to sin, I don’t feel my old
man is crucified, I still struggle, I still have bad thoughts, pride, etc.

What does the word say? Go to God for the reality of these things to be
practiced in our lives. Look to Jesus not to yourself.

However, we must know more and more of the power of the out-working of
this fact in our daily lives. Me decreasing, Christ increasing.

This work of God alters the condition and relationship of that sinner with
regards to his former state and environment, bringing him into a new
environment, the kingdom of God.

We died to sins power and grip when placed by God into the death of Christ,
and this is just a certain as when all were in Adam, thus resulting in sin.
(Rom. 5:12)

Where Adam went, I went, what Adam did I did likewise.

Now having been engrafted to Christ by the power of God, where Christ
goes, I go, how Christ lived to please the Father so we live.

o 1Jn.4:17. because as He is, so are we in this world.

Again, all these statements and pictures are objective statements, not
subjective. They happened outside of us and they are true whether I feel
them or not.

This again is God’s doing, He placed us in Christ when He died so that we
might die to sins power, having shared Christ’'s death and thus come into
the benefits of that union, engrafting the believer in Him, and separating us
from the evil nature.

We have been placed, transferred into a new environment, Christ.



VS. 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

e Here we see the two-fold miracle God performed in the inner being of the
sinner when he is born again;

¢ 1) He is disengaged from the evil nature, its power broken, he has been
separated from it, no longer compelled to obey it.

e 2) God has imparted to the believer the divine nature, which has become in
him the new source of moral, godly, spiritual life which produces in him a
hatred for sin and a love of righteousness and fellowship with God. (2Peter
1:4)

e This new power, unlike the law, now resides in us, a new heart has been
given us, a heart to love and obey God. It is from within. (Ez. 36, Jer. 31)

¢ This newness of life refers to a new source of spiritual energy imparted to
him by God through which he is enabled, empowered to live the new life in
Christ that glorifies God.

e Thus giving him both the desire and the power to do God’s will. (Phil. 2:12-
13).

o Vs. 13, For God is the one who is constantly putting forth energy in
you, giving you both the desire and the power to do His good
pleasure.”

e« WALK in newness of life: To order one’s behavior, to regulate one's life, to
conduct one’s self. We have shared Christ’s resurrection in order that we
may order our behavior in the power of a new life imparted.

e Prior to salvation ones will was enslaved to its sin and self, it was enslaved
to its evil nature,

e Now in Christ the chains have been broken, the saint now has the power
under God to reject the desires and power of our former life.

¢ We now have the wonderful responsibility to bring all things unto the
subjection to His will.

e There are only 2 positions mankind is in, either in Adam and dead to Christ,
or in Christ and dead to Adam. No middle ground and no progression.

o 1Jn.5:12; He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son
of God does not have life.

¢ In salvation we are not merely forgiven, and not only justified, these things
are wonderful in themselves, but also, we that were once in Adam, in
darkness and death are now in Christ.

e We have been made alive and taken out of the kingdom of darkness, sin and
death, and transferred, translated into the kingdom of light and love.



