
MARK 16:9-20 UNBELIEF, COMMISSION, AND THE ASCENSION 

INTRO: 

• There are 4 events in our Lord’s life that are supremely relevant to us. 

• 1) His Incarnation/birth, 2) His crucifixion, 3) His resurrection, and 4) His 

ascension. 

• The themes we will focus on in this section today are 3.  

• 1) The unbelief of the disciples, 2) the great commission, and 3) the 

ascension. 

 

MARK 16:9-20 

UNBELIEF VS. 10, 11,13,14:   

• It seems one of the main emphasis of verses 9-14 is the disciple’s unbelief. 

• See vs. 10, 11, 12, 13,14. Lk. 24:11  

• Lk. 24:21 the 2 disciples going to Emaus were in doubt and unbelief. 

• Then JN. 20:19; Locking themselves in the upper room for fear of the Jews.  

• To see the disciples here in such unbelief and absolute refusal to believe the 

testimonies is amazing and shows their hardness of heart. (Mk. 16:14) 

• The record is clear; the disciples were in total disbelief. They did not believe 

Jesus’ words that He would rise again. 

• See Jn. 20:29. Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

• Will I believe when trials come or the answer does not come? 

COMMISSION VS 15-18, 20 

• Let me point out something from this verse 16 before we move into the 

commission.   

Vs. 16:  

• This emphasis on believing mentioned here certainly is meant to offset the 

unbelief shown earlier. 

• To believe: to believe in the finished substitutionary work of Christ on the 

cross. This is the absolute essential. 

• Baptism is a command but not an absolute requirement to enter heaven.  

Believing is!  

• From the negative side, he who does not believe will be damned, notice it 

does not say he who believes but is not baptized will be damned. 

• Nor does it say he who does not believes but is baptized will be saved. 

• Baptism is a command which is to be obeyed, it is an expectation of the 

redeemed. 

• If I disobey this command I will have to explain my excuse to Him. 

• Saved: A healing of the soul, healed as from a disease and its effects. 

• Damned: A judicial setting, “to give judgment against. To pass sentence, to 

condemn. 



• Used 19X in N. T. and in Mk. 3x,  

o 14:64; You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” And they 

all condemned Him to be deserving of death. 

• Every time translated as “condemned” except here and Rom. 14:23 

 

THE GREAT COMMISSION. Mk. 16:15-18, Mt. 28:18-20, Lk. 24:47-48, Acts 1: 8. 

• Vs. 17 notice the very important operative phrase; “In My Name” which sets 

boundaries on 17 and 18. 

Vs. 19: 

• “After He had spoken unto them. Given the commission and direction to 

wait.   

o Lk. 24:49, Acts 1:4, 5  

Vs. 20: Obedience and Success of their sending. 

• This after Pentecost. 

• They obeyed: 20: they went everywhere the Lord working with them and 

confirming. 

• Working with them; A co-worker, to cooperate. This is the only time used in 

the gospels.   

• Confirming: To make firm, establish, make secure. Validating the word of 

the gospel and the men who preached it. 

o Heb. 2:3-4 

• Oh, that the Lord would confirm His word as we go out and preach the word, 

as we take advantage of our divine appointments. 

o See Rom. 10:18, But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: “Their 

sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends of the 

world.” And here we stand today because of their faithfulness. 

HIS ACCENSION Vs. 19  

• We have seen in the above scriptures how weak and frail the faith of the 

disciples was. 

• Jesus tarried for 40 days after the resurrection: Acts 1:3 

• His disciples needed His encouragement and affirmation.  

• Jesus showed Himself to His disciples 5x on the first day of His resurrection. 

• At least 11x in all 

• He would not return to His glory and His Father without strengthening and 

preparing His dear disciples. 

• Vs. 19; Received up, to take up” “to take to oneself,” also Acts 1:2, 11, 22.   

• Lk. 24: 50-53. Acts 1:9-10 

• They see Christ rise slowly as they fix their eyes upon His diminishing view. 

• Higher and higher He rises until He is met by clouds and yet continuing to 

rise until finally their eyes of flesh can no longer see Him. 

• Gone out of the view of their physical eyes, yet the event is recorded here 

by the eyes of the Spirit. 

• And Mark continues to record that when Jesus had gone into heaven He is 

seated at the right hand of God. 



• “Sat Down: to sit at the right hand of God is a description of a place of 

honor, recognition, of authority and rule. Showing His acceptance, His work 

is accomplished, His rank, His honor,  

• He returned to His former glory. This is the fulfillment of what Jesus spoke 

in Jn. 17:1-5 and Phil. 2:9-11 

• Paul picks this up in Eph. 1:20-23 and Phil. 2:9-10. 

• At Christ’s first appearance the scriptures tell us “All the angles of God 

worship Him. (Heb. 1:6) 

• So, imagine the celebration, the super abundance of His praise and worship 

at His triumphant return to heaven and the Father, especially after seeing 

His suffering and passion and victory.  

• The very heavens would echo and resound at His surpassing appearance. 

o Ps. 47:5-8; God has gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of 

a trumpet. 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, 

sing praises! 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding. 
8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. 

• The whole heavenly city of God was moved at His coming return:  

o Ps. 24:7-10;  

o Dan. 7:13-14; I was watching in the night visions, And 

behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He 

came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 
14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 

That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, 

And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed. 

• And it continues today and unto unending ages. 

• What strong emotions these men must have had as they see their beloved 

Messiah ascending into the heavens. 

• I am sure they did not want Him to leave them; I am sure they desired to go 

with Him, but now the earlier words of Christ come flooding into their minds 

and hearts; 

o Jn. 13:36; “Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but you shall 

follow Me afterward.” 

• But follow Him up they could not at this time for they had a great mission 

and commission to fulfill. 

• Let us be filled with Jesus by the Holy Spirit and be so full that Jesus 

overflows from our lives in love, and truth, confirming His word, by saving 

and changing lives even as we have been changed. 

• This is the Christ we preach. This s the Lord we declare before men, risen 

ascended, seated in power, this is “big God preaching.” 


