
MARK 16:9-20 THE RESURRECTION  

INTRO: 

• In this section; Mk. 16:9-20 there are a few prominent themes that Mark lays 

out for us to recognize. 

• The absolute truth of the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ who was 

crucified. 

• The bravery of the least of the disciples, the women. 

• His ascension and exaltation into heaven as He is seated at the right hand of 

the Father on the throne 

• The commission of His followers 

• The importance of the resurrection: Rom. 5:25, 1 Peter 1:3 

• Remember the stone was not rolled away so Jesus could get out, but to let us 

in. 

• Let me draw your attention to a couple of proofs of the biblical record being 

authentic and honest accurate and true. 

1) The elevation of women in this time in history was unheard of, they carried no 

prominent place, their testimony in a legal matter or religious matter was not 

accepted. The fact that the bible writers do not hide the occurrence of the 

honor placed on these women, which in their day was unheard of as women 

were mere property  

2) The frequent exposing of the failure of the disciples. In these times men were 

heroes, they showed no weakness or failure, yet we see here much failure and 

weakness, fear not bravery.  

• Only one man at the cross, none of the 12 at His burial, hiding away in a room 

in fear and weeping, no hero stuff here.  

• It is also interesting how He rose silently, no human witnesses, should God not 

have awakened the city, summoned Pilate and the priesthood to come and 

witness the King of Glory as He conquers death?  

• But no, there was no fanfare, no sensational show of His eternal power, no 

great trumpet blasts,  

• But the power of His resurrection would ignite the power of the message 

preached by His lowly disciples. Christ is risen! 

By comparing the 4 gospels we arrive at the probable order and timeline of 

Jesus’s resurrection appearances. There are at least 11 of them.. 

We also can piece together a probable time-line of this first Sunday. 

• Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James and Joses and Salome come 

to the tomb to anoint Jesus’s body.   Here they find the tomb open and 2 

angels sitting there. 

• Mary seems to leave before the other women and runs (Jn. 20:2) to tell 

Peter and John. 

• Peter and John run to the tomb, John gets there first, then Peter, then Mary 

following behind. (Jn. 20) 



• Mary gets to the tomb, while John and Peter, been met by the angel, are 

told by him of Jesus’ resurrection. 

• They leave the tomb (Jn. 20:10) but Mary M. lingers behind seeking the 

body and asks the angels for the body of Jesus, and after talking with the 

angel she turns and sees Jesus, at first supposing Him to be the gardener. 

(Jn. 20:11-17) 

• Mary M. then is the first to see Jesus. (Mk. 16:9, Jn. 20:11-18) 

• Then the other women, having left the tomb and hurrying into town are met 

by Jesus; (Mt. 28:9-10) 

• At some uncertain time during this Jesus shows Himself to Peter, (Lk. 

24:34, 1 Cor. 15:5) 

• He then shows Himself to the 2 men on the Emaus Road, (Lk 24: 13-31) 

• Then the 10 disciples and others, including the 2 men from the Emaus Road, 

for while they were yet speaking Jesus appears in the upper room. (Lk. 

24:36, Jn. 20:19) 

• These first 5 are all on the first Sunday of the resurrection. 

• Then on the following Sunday Jesus again appears in the upper room and 

reveals Himself to Thomas. 

• Jesus again shows Himself to the disciples on the shore of the sea of 

Galilee. 

• Then again in Acts 1 where He has His accension. 

• We are told in 1 Cor. 15:5-7 that when, most likely, in Galilee He showed 

Himself to James, and then to above 500 

• And lastly to Paul on the Damacus Road. 

• That makes 11 appearances that are recorded and I would think several 

more that were not recorded is we count Paul’s. 

• And according to Acts 10:40, 41 these were pre-chosen by God.  

o Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to 

all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who 

ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 

• See Christ here being the Good Shepherd. Jn. 10:11, 14. 

WOMEN VS. 9: 

• Now let’s notice the wonderful elevation and privilege Jesus places on these 

faithful women. 

• Of all of Adams children, Mary M is chosen to see the risen Christ first. 

• Not beloved John, or bold Peter, not even His dear mother, but one who was 

delivered of 7 demons.  

• A woman who most likely was a great sinner. From that time on she gave to 

Jesus her persistent care and love and was among the Galilean women who 

ministered to Jesus out of their substance. (Lk. 8:1-3) 

• Mary and the other women were the last to leave the cross and the first to 

be at the tomb. 



• What a blessed God we serve. This glorious, holy supreme Son of God 

choses to show Himself first to this once lowest of women.  

• Some commentators believe she is the woman spoken in Lk. 7:36-50 who 

washes Jesus’ feet with her tears.  

• Surely, they who have been forgiven much love much. 

o Rom. 5:20; But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,   

• SPURGEON.. 

• Jesus is revealed to Mary first because love believes all things, and no one 

loves so deeply as those who have experienced a great forgiveness and thus 

a great salvation. 

• Jesus is the great deliverer of those in bondage; He is happy to lift up the 

downcast. The underdogs, those who are overlooked.   

• He is the restorer of broken things, the rescuer of things once lost.    

o Cor. 1:25-29 

UNBELIEF VS. 10, 11,13,14:   

• One of the main emphasis of verses 9-14 is the disciple’s unbelief. 

• See vs. 10, 11, 12, 13,14. Lk. 24:11  

• The report from the 2 men Emaus who also were in doubt and unbelief. 

• Locking themselves in the upper room for fear of the Jews. (Jn. 20:19) 

• To see the disciples here in such unbelief and absolute refusal to believe the 

testimonies is amazing.  

• The record is clear; the disciples were in total disbelief. They did not believe 

Jesus’ words that He would rise again. 

• What is it I am refusing to believe.  

HIS ACCENSION and COMMISSION VS 15-20 

• From the low of unbelief to the heights of accension and commission.  

• After Jesus had spoken, that is finished all He was called to teach and show 

them, (Acts 1:1-3) 

o He is taken back to heaven.  Acts 1:9 

• The right hand of God is a description of a place of honor, recognition, of 

authority and rule.  

• He returned His earlier glory. This is the fulfillment of what Jesus spoke in 

Jn. 17:1-5 and Phil. 2:9-11 

• 20: they went everywhere the Lord working with them and confirming. 

• See Rom. 10:18, But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: “Their sound 

has gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends of the world.” 

• This is the Christ we preach. This s the Lord we declare before men, risen 

ascended, seated in power, this is “big God preaching.” 

• Oh, that the Lord would confirm His word as we go out and preach the word, 

as we take advantage of our divine appointments. 



• Let us be filled with Jesus by the Holy Spirit and be so full Jesus overflows 

from our lives in love and truth, changing others lives even as we have been 

changed. 

• Heb. 2:3-4 

CONCLUSION: 

• The great reversal of the disciple’s unbelief into a faith that will not bow 

under any threat or danger is full proof of the Resurrection. What else could 

have changed these men from weakness to strength? 

• May we know and experience that Christ is with us and the great campaign 

of His gospel and changing of lives shall never fail. 

• 1 Cor. 15:58 

•  

 

 


