
MARK 15:42-47 BURIAL & JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA 

INTRO: 

• Here by the providence of God, our 4 gospel writers dedicate a section of 

the sacred page to highlight the burial of Christ, That Christ really died, 

which many sceptics deny. 

• For certainly after death comes burial. No death, no burial. 

• The burial of Christ is one of the foundations of the gospel and the church. 

o 1 cor. 15:1-4 

• Here we are introduced to this secret disciple named Joseph of Arimathea. 

This is the only time in the gospels we see him.  

READ MK. 15:42-47 

VS. 43   Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself 

waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and 

asked for the body of Jesus.  

• Here’s what we learn Joseph of Arimathea by gleaning from all 4 gospels 

about  

• Arimathea is another form of the name Ramah, the city of the great prophet 

Samuel. 

• He was a prominent Sanhedrin council member. 

• He was wealthy. (Mt. 27:57) 

• He was good and just. (Righteous, LK. 23:50) 

• He did not consent with the rest of the Sanhedrin regarding the arrest and 

persecution of Jesus. (Lk. 23:51) 

• He was a disciple of Jesus, though secretly for fear of the Jews. 

• He waited expectantly, believingly for the kingdom of God waiting for Jesus 

to step forward at the appropriate time to claim and show Himself Messiah, 

for we read he looked for the coming of the Kingdom of God. 

• Perhaps Joseph was acting on Jesus’ command to not make Him know at 

this time? 

• The fact that we only have recorded that Joseph desires to care for Jesus’s 

body, shows us something of the honor placed on the body of a loved on 

having died. 

• Also, seeing Joseph only tells of the absence of the other disciples. 

• I am sure that seeing the crucifixion his hopes were crushed and lay at his 

feet like ashes. 

• Yet he musters the courage to publicly show his allegiance and love for the 

Master by going to Pilate and ask the body of Jesus.  

• The word “asked” in the GK is used of someone who is lesser in standing 

seeking a favor from someone higher standing. Child vs Parent.  

• It is translated in the old KJV as craved, then begged,  

• I wonder, do I crave, beg, desire the body of Christ? To be with Him? 



o To those who diligently seek Him will be rewarded with His presence. 

(Heb. 11:6) 

o And Jer. 29:13; and you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for 

Me with all your heart 

• Seeing the death of Christ on the cross Joseph no longer can hide in the 

shadows; he is now willing to risk all and step forward with his feelings 

about Christ. 

• How did he gain this courage? Seeing Jesus die so selflessly? Seeing His 

great love for the lost? Seeing the lengths Jesus would go to finish His 

mission? 

• Paul did say, For the love of Christ constrains us….2 Cor. 5:14-15 

• I also wonder did Joseph understand and believe the words of Christ when 

he said 4 X in Marks gospel, “after 3 days I will rise again?” 

VS. 44-45 

• According to normal practice the body of Jesus could have been disposed of 

in one of 3 ways.  

• It could have been given to an approved member of the family or friend. 

• It could have been dropped into a common grave for criminals. 

• Or it could have been dumped into the valley of Hinnom. Gehenna. 

o Isa. 53:9 sheds some light here; “And they made His grave with the 

wicked, But with the rich at His death,” 

• It seems the Romans were intending to make His grave with criminals, but 

God intercepts their plans by sending Joseph. 

VS. 46   Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. 

And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled a 

stone against the door of the tomb.  

• Joseph on his return from seeking permission from Pilate, purchases 

enough fine linen for the burial of Jesus. Here he is met by Nicodemus. 

• bringing with him aloes and myrrh. 75 - 100 # worth. 

• Remember Jesus’ body had been anointed for burial by a woman in Mk. 14:8 

• We first see Nicodemus in Jn. 3 when he comes to Jesus by night, secretly, 

and we see him come to Jesus’ defense in Jn. 7:50-51. 

• He also was a secret follower of Jesus, helping Joseph with the burial of 

Jesus. (Jn. 19:39)  

• They take the body of Jesus down from the cross, bringing His body to the 

tomb, and wrapping it in strips of linen and the spices. (Jn. 19:38-40) 

• At His birth he was wrapped in stripes of swaddling clothes and lain in a 

manger hewn out of rock. (Lk. 2:12) 

• Notice the honor Joseph and Nicodemus place on the blessed body of Christ. 

So should I. 

• They lay Jesus’ body in Joseph’s own new tomb. A tomb no one had yet 

been laid in. 



• This tomb had seen no decay, no corruption. 

• Luke tells us this tomb had never been used. It was new.  

o ps. 16:10; For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, 

Nor will You allow Your Holy One to [b]see corruption. 

• It was at a great cost for a couple of reasons that Joseph went into Pilate to 

seek possession of Christ’s body,  

• 1) for he would now be ceremonially unclean and unfit to celebrate the 

Passover,  

• 2) but even more so for himself and Nicodemus for they absolutely would  

now be defiled for touching a dead body. They would be shunned and 

disqualified from partaking of the feast. 

o Anyone who touches a dead body will be unclean for 7 days. (Num. 

19:11) 

• These two now stand the chance of losing all their wealth and status in life, 

because being members of the Sanhedrin and coming out as disciples of 

Jesus they would be rejected and removed from entry into the synagogue 

and thus their positions in the Sanhedrin. 

o Jn. 12:42, Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, 

but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they 

should be put out of the synagogue; 

• Surly this speaks of their love for Jesus and a new found devotion.  

• What do we risk to lay our all on the alter for Christ? 

VS. 47 

• Notice the women are still there and mentioned by the gospel writers.  

• The two Mary’s follow Joseph and observe all that takes place, where the 

tomb is and how Jesus’ body was handled. 

• This will aide them for the resurrection morning. 

CONCLUSION: 

• THE TALE OF 4 GARDENS: 

• Jn. 19:41; Now the place where Jesus was laid there was a garden. 

• Gen. 2:8, 23-24, Jn. 18:1, here, and Rev. 22:1-2. 

• GETTING MESSY FOR THE BODY OF CHRIST.  

• When Joseph took the body of Jesus down, he must have gotten messy, 

imagine the condition of Jesus’ body it would have been totally filthy. 

• Yet Joseph, out of love for Christ took hold of His body. 

• Am I willing to get messy, for love to Christ, with the body of Christ, His 

church? 

• Am I getting messy? Sometimes working with the body is a messy business, 

but for Jesus’ sake and our love to Him we press on. 

o See Paul getting messy, 2 cor. 11:23-29? And 12:15 

• If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for 

me to make for Him. C. T. STUDD.. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps.%2016%3A10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-14103b

