
MARK 15:33-41 THE CRUCIFIXTION PART 4 

 

READ MARK 15:33-41 

VS. 33 - 35: 

• It seems there was silence during this time of darkness.  

• What was happening during this 3 hour?  

• Here Jesus exchanges His robes of glory to wear mankind’s leprous robes 

of sin. 

• Here the Father lays on His holy Son the iniquity of us all. 

• During this time of complete darkness, it seems, God completes His work 

of laying our sin upon Jesus. (1 Peter 2:24) the result of this is holiness. 

• These great deep things were for God’s eyes only. 

• Or is it that God is of purer eyes than to look on evil. (Hab. 1:13) 

• And as the nineth hour arrives Jesus is visible again and cries out “My God, 

My God why have You forsaken Me?”  (4th saying) because of MY SIN! 

VS. 36: 

• Jesus here speaks His 5th saying where He declares His thirst. (JN. 19:28)  

o Ps. 22”14-15; I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of 

joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within Me. 15 My strength is 

dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have 

brought Me to the dust of death. 

o Ps. 64:21; They also gave me gall for my food, And for my thirst they 

gave me vinegar to drink. 

• Someone, seemingly in sympathy Lifts to His lips a sponge filled with sour 

wine vinegar.  Others look for greater entertainment, let Him alone.  

• With this little bit of moisture Jesus is able to utter His last 2 phrases;  

• It is finished. (the 6th saying) Oh what a relief this must have been for Him; 
And what a miracle and gift for us. 

 
o 'Tis finished! The Messiah dies, Cut off for sins, but not His own: 

Accomplished is the sacrifice, The great redeeming work is done. 
 

o 'Tis finished! all the debt is paid; Justice divine is satisfied; 

The grand and full atonement made; God for a guilty world hath died. 

o Saved from the legal curse I am, My Savior hangs on yonder tree: 

See there the meek, expiring Lamb! 'Tis finished! He expires for me. 

o Accepted in the Well-beloved, And clothed in righteousness divine, 

I see the bar to heaven removed; And all Thy merits, Lord, are mine. 

 



VS. 37: 

• The 7th and last saying of Christ from the cross: “Father into Your hands I 

commit My Spirit.” 

• Notice, He commends His Spirit to the Father, not to the grave or to hell.  

•    

VS. 38 

• And the veil of the temple was torn from the top to the bottom as Christ 

dies. 

• The rent veil was symbolic of what the death of Jesus had done for 

mankind. 

o Old things have passed away, behold all things have become new. 

• The O.T. ceremonies and sacrifices were finished, and now completed in 

Christ, to continue them would be meaningless. 

• In fact, the truth was that the presence of God had not entered the temple 

for more than 6 centuries, 600 years.  (Ez. 10) 

• Our Temple is no longer a building, it is the Lamb. We find God in Him 

• His presence, His face is the shekinah glory,  

• His cross is our mercy seat and His throne is our meeting place.  

• The veil which had for years separated God from man and man from God, 

keeping man out of the presence of God had now been opened, even as the 

side of Christ was opened that all may come in.  

o The veil is rent in Christ alone; The living way to Heaven is seen; 

The middle wall is broken down, And all mankind may enter in. 

• The way to blessed fellowship restored.  

o Heb. 10:19-22;  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the 

Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He 

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a 

High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true 

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 

evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

 

VS. 39 

• Read Jn. 19:31-37 to follow the narrative. 

• When the centurion who stood facing the cross saw that Jesus cried out 

like this and gave up His Spirit, actually had the power to release His own 

Spirit he said “truly this man was the Son of God,  

• This is the first time Mark records this title coming from the lips of a man. 

• LK. quotes him say truly He was a just, that is a righteous man.” 

• I wonder if this centurion witness some of the trial of Jesus? 

• This centurion, a professional soldier, was accustomed to seeing men die 

on the cross. 



• Seeing life slowly slip away, but this Christ, this God Man on the cross 

released Himself from His body and thus He died, This the centurion had 

never seen before. 

o Jn. 10:18, No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have 

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 

command I have received from My Father.” 

• He who is eternal life dies! How can this be, what a miracle this is, He 

could have hung on that cross, even with a pierced side, for as long as He 

wished. Death could not take Him. 

The evangelism of the cross:  

• We read of the crucifixion that this centurions’ eyes were opened to who 

Christ was. 

• But not only him, but the soldiers around him.  

o Mt. 27:54; so when the centurion and those with him, who were 

guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had 

happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of 

God!” 

• But seemingly not just the centurion and the soldiers for Lk adds,  

o Lk. 23:47-48; 47 So when the centurion saw what had happened, he 

glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was a righteous Man!” 48 And the 

whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had been 

done, beat their breasts and returned. 

o A Hebrew sign of remorse, regret and repentance. 

• The Sanhedrin did all they could possibly do to prevent any coming to 

Jesus, to keep Him from the people and the people from Him, yet we see 

Jesus drawing souls to Himself. 

• Jesus said, “if I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me.” 

 

VS. 40 & 41: 

• James the less was one of the 12 disciples,  

• Salome was the wife of Zebedee, the mother of James and John. (Mk. 

10:35)  

• She seems to be the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus. (JN. 19:25) 

• Galilee. 

• These women were mentioned in all 4 gospels, but not one of the disciples 

is mentioned to have been at the crucifixion other than John (19:27) 

• These women who are said to have followed Him and to have ministered to 

Him while in Galilee. (Ministered is where we get the word “deacon.”)  

• Only two groups have been mentioned in all of Mark as having ministered 

to Jesus, these women and angels. 

• The women who are named as being at the crucifixion are not the only 

women there, for Mk. Tells us there we many others there. 



CONCLUSION: THE VOICE OF GOD! & IT’S CALL TO US! 

THE VOICE OF GOD! 

 

• And Jesus cried out with a loud voice,  

• Oh the creative voice of God. 

• When did we first hear His voice? 

• In the beginning God created…Gen. 1:3 let there be light 

• Jesus is the voice of God. The voice in creation,  

• The voice in and on the storm,  

• The voice to those who are thirsting  

• The voice to Lazareth,  

• the voice of God at His return.  1 Thess 4:16, 1 Cor 15:52. 

• On the cross, It is finished. 

• PS. 29: 3-9  

 

THE CALL OF THE VOICE TO US! 

• He finished His race, how about you and me? 

• In Gal. 5:7, Paul warns, “You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the 

truth?” 

• Then in Cor. 9:24-26, 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all 

run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you 

may [b]obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize [c]is temperate 

in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 

imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus, I 

fight: not as one who beats the air. 

• Paul says again in Phil. 3:13-14, 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to 

have [a]apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 

behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press 

toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

• Let me end with this exhortation from the lips of Christ to His church, 

o 11   Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one 

may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar 

in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on 

him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New 

Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will 

write on him My new name. 13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches.” 
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