
MARK 15:33-38 THE CRUCIFIXTION PART 4 

 

INTRO: 

• There is so much going on in these verses. 

• We see much and each time we read and contemplate on them we see more, 

yet most of these great truths escape us we only scratch the surface of 

these truths and all that transpired here. 

• The actual site of the crucifixion is a bit of a mystery, however the 

traditional site is Mount Moriah, where centuries before (1900) Abraham 

was call to sacrifice his only beloved son, but God had provided for him a 

substitute. And here the reality of God’s Substitute is seen. 

• Last week we made reference to the sarcastic suggestion of those at the 

cross that Jesus should come down, save yourself, “if you can save yourself, 

but Jesus would not save Himself that He may save others,  

• And He would not come down from the cross because He was going to do 

something greater… He would come up from the grave. 

 

• There were 7 saying from the cross that we have recorded between the 4 

gospel writers. 

• 3 Of our Lord’s statements from the cross took place before the darkness 

fell on the land; (3rd to the 6th hour) 

1) Luke 23:34, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 

doing.”  

2) Luke 23:43, ‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in 

Paradise.'” 

3) Jn. 19:26-27, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your Son!” Then 

He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!”  

•  None between the 6th and 9th hour, then the last 4 took place after the suns 

light returned. (9th hour) 

4) Mark 15:34, “At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 

voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, 

My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

5) John 19:28, “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already 

been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, said, ‘I am thirsty.” 

6) John 19:30,” Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He 

said, “It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His 

spirit.” 

7) Luke 23:46, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, 

INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.’ Having said this, He 

breathed His last.” 

 



VS. 33 - 34: 

• There was darkness from the 6th hour till the nineth. (noon to 3:00) 

• The 3 hours of darkness could not have been caused by a natural event, not 

an eclipse. 

• This is due to at least these 2 facts, 1) The Passover was always set on a full 

moon and a solar eclipse can only happen with a new moon, which is 

essentially invisible to the naked eye. 

2) The darkness lasted 3 hours and the total darkness of a solar eclipse 

lasts only for a max. of 7.5 minutes. 

• At the birth of Christ, the natural course of that Bethlehem night was set 

aside as the angel declared to the lowly shepherds the night sky erupted 

with the brilliant and bright glory of God. 

• So here it is no wonder that at the death of Christ the natural course of the 

skies reversed and behold the brightness of the sun was veiled and there 

was darkness at noonday.   

• It was as though a thick veil was draped over the whole scene while 

another veil was about to be opened, and this opening was the fruit of this 

first veil. 

• It seems there was silence during this time of darkness.  

• What was happening during this 3 hour?  

• Here Jesus exchanges His robes of glory to wear mankind’s leprous robes of 

sin. 

• Here the Father lays on His holy Son the iniquity of us all. 

• During this time of complete darkness, it seems, God completes His work of 

laying our sin upon Jesus. (1 Peter 2:24) 

• These great deep things were for God’s eyes only. 

• And as the nineth hour arrives Jesus is visible again and cries out “My God, 

My God why have You forsaken Me?”  (4th saying) because of MY SIN! 

VS. 36: 

• Jesus here speaks His 5th saying where He declares His thirst. (JN. 19:28)  

• Someone, seemingly in sympathy Lifts to His lips a sponge filled with sour 

wine vinegar.  Others look for greater entertainment, let Him alone.  

o Ps. 22”14-15; I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of 

joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within Me. 15 My strength is 

dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have 

brought Me to the dust of death. 

o Ps. 64:21; They also gave me gall for my food, And for my thirst they 

gave me vinegar to drink. 

• With this little bit of moisture Jesus is able to utter His last 2 phrases;  

• It is finished. (the 6th saying) Oh what a relief this must have been for Him; 

He had run the race. 

 
 



o 'Tis finished! The Messiah dies, 
Cut off for sins, but not His own: 

Accomplished is the sacrifice, 
The great redeeming work is done. 

 
o 'Tis finished! all the debt is paid; 

Justice divine is satisfied; 

The grand and full atonement made; 
God for a guilty world hath died. 

o Saved from the legal curse I am, 
My Savior hangs on yonder tree: 
See there the meek, expiring Lamb! 

'Tis finished! He expires for me. 

o Accepted in the Well-beloved, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 
I see the bar to heaven removed; 
And all Thy merits, Lord, are mine. 

VS. 37: 

• He gives up His Spirit.. 

• The 7th and last saying of Christ from the cross: “Father into Your hands I 

commit My Spirit.” 

• Notice, He commends His Spirit to the Father, not to the grave or to hell. 

•    

VS. 38 

• And the veil of the temple was torn from the top to the bottom as Christ 

dies. 

o The veil is rent in Christ alone; The living way to Heaven is seen; 

The middle wall is broken down, And all mankind may enter in. 

 

• The veil which had for years separated God from man and man from God, 

keeping man out of the presence of God had now been opened, even as the 

side of Christ was opened that all may come in.  

• The way to blessed fellowship restored.  

o Heb. 10:19-22;  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the 

Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He 

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a 

High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true 

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 

evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Communion verse above.  


