
MARK 15:21-26 

INTRO: 

• Death by crucifixion was of all deaths the most shameful. And most 

horrible, most painful. 

• To inflict injuries that in themselves were not fatal, they wounded no vital 

parts,  

• and not causing the victim to bleed out it was a lingering death, some 

poor souls hung there for up to 4 days. 

• Crushed nerves, the weight of the hanging body, the inability to breath, 

exposure to the scorching sun, fever set up by the wounds and in Christ’s 

case the ripping open the scourging as He braced His back on the cross to 

push upwards to breath. 

• These things and many more conspire together to make the crucifixion a 

death of horror. 

• All these things inflicted on Jesus, God the Son, whose only crime was 

mercy, goodness and whose mission was redeeming love. 

• What contradictions we see here this week again. 

• The cry for innocent blood, the lust to inflict pain and shame, mocking, 

scourging, spitting, beating. 

• Then those who stand nearby, broken hearted, loving, longing, wounded 

in heart. 

• And then the one on the cross, the innocent, wounded sacrifice whose 

heart cry is “Father forgive them.” 

• What do I/we see as we look at Christ on the cross. I must think on these 

things. 

• From verse 21-39, except 30 & 32, in the GK begins with the conjunction 

“and.” 

• Mark, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit writes with this monotonous 

repetition of “and, and, and, which gives the effect of endless successions 

of the waves of cruelty, sorrow and pain which continuously rolled over 

our dear Saviors head. 

READ MK. 15:21-39 

VS. 21: 

• According to Roman law the condemned to crucifixion victim, was to carry 

his own object of execution, to the place of execution. 

• Jesus, suffering under the shock and wounds of His scourging, beatings, 

loss of sleep, water and food, begins to carry his cross but is unable to 

carry very far. 

o Jn. 19:17, And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the 

Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 

• The Roman soldiers compel a man who is named Simon, passing through 

to carry the cross for Christ. 



• COMPELLED: a strong sometimes physical persuasion to do something 

unwanted. the word speaks of forcing an animal to its slaughter, 

• The enlistment of Simon was most likely not pursued to aid Jesus from 

their compassion, but out of impatience as the pace must he increased.  

• Here Simon does it, but not Simon Peter.  

• In Mk. 8:34 Jesus had told His disciples that they must take up their cross 

and follow Him,  

• Simon is specifically pointed out to us by name and nationality, and 

brought before our eyes so boldly, for what reason? 

• We are told he was a Cyrenian, (North Africa, a Roman province.) now 

Libya. 

• We are specifically given his name, Simon, and the name of two of his 

sons, Alexander and Rufus. 

• Mark was most likely in Rome when he wrote his gospel, about 25 years 

later,  

• The church in Rome would have been the first to read it. 

• And from Rom. 16:13, we find a Rufus and his mother there.  

o Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine.  

• The mother of Rufus, the wife of Simon must have been a motherly friend 

to Paul  

• God works in wonderous ways, in the midst of tragedy He seeks and 

saves a lost sheep for He knows His sheep by name. 

VS. 22: READ ALSO LK. 23:27-31 

• Golgotha: Hebrew, in English, place of the skull, and from the Latin, 

calvary. 

• Via Dolorosa: The sorrowful way, or the way of suffering. (Latin) 

• A winding route approx.. 2000 feet long and climbing gradually upwards 

to about an elevation of 2500 ft. 

o Ps. 24:3-4 

VS. 23: 

• Jesus is offered wine mingled with myrrh to drink. A strong narcotic like 

potion that would help deaden the pain and render one altered in mind 

and body. 

• Christ refused it, He would purposefully drink to the bottom the cup of the 

curse of sin and the wrath of God.  

o He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O 

My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; 

nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 42 Again, a second time, 

He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot 

pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done. 

 

 



• His only influence would be that of His own will to please the Father and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

o how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 

Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God? Heb. 9:14 

VS. 24: 

• “They crucified Him.” The exact same phrase in all 4 gospels. 

• Divided His garments: Ps. 22:18 

• Here He is stripped yet again, men denying Him even a garment to die in. 

• While at the base of the cross, where His precious blood flows, they play 

games to win His clothing, rather than bow their heads in reverence. 

• The seemingly only joy here is the joy of the man who won His seamless 

tunic.  

• But there is another joy, A joy that Christ reached forward to grasp 

o Heb. 12:2 who for the joy that was set before Him, endured the 

cross. 

• Jesus stripped Himself of His visible garments of glory when coming into 

this world. He leaves it being stripped of His garments once again, but he  

would soon wear the Garments of the eternal King of Kings, Lord of Lords. 

o Naked came I into this world, naked shall I return. 

VS. 25: 

• It was the 3rd hour. 

• The timing of Jesus’s crucifixion exactly coincided with the slaughtering 

of the Passover lambs. 

VS. 26: 

• Pilate got this right, Jesus King of the Jews.” He is King yet, though here 

His crowing was thorns and His throne a cross. 

THE MESSAGE: 

• Let us as time affords to gaze upon this scene, “Behold the Man upon the 

cross. 

• Here on Calvary the greatest mysteries are displayed. 

• In hushed silence and reverential awe, we are to gaze and contemplate 

the mysteries of God and broken mankind.  

• One has never seen much of God until he sees God in Christ on the cross. 

We must see God in Christ here at calvary. 

•  Acts 20:28; Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 

God which He purchased with His own blood. 

• Not till a man has seen God in Christ on the cross has he truly seen God. 

 



• All the mysteries of divine revelation, and wonder are here displayed in 

Christ Jesus. 

o The mystery of sin is here. 

o The mystery of human nature is here. 

o The mystery of the meekness and lowliness of God is here. 

o The mystery of the wisdom of God is here. 

o The mystery of the love of God is here. 

o The mystery of salvation is here. 

o The mysteries of mercy, consolations and hope are here. 

 

The mystery of sin is here.  

• Its repulsiveness and offensiveness to God. Its ugliness and God’s hatred 

for it, all displayed here. 

• All the misery and pain the world has ever seen and tasted is the fruit of 

sin. 

The mystery of human nature is here. 

• Its depth of depravity, the great degrading and defacing of the image of 

God in him. He murderous heart which satan has bred in him. 

• Oh the amazing distance man has fallen, such hardness, cruelty, and 

hatred. Where is his love and surrender to his Creator. 

The mystery of the judgment on rebellion and sin is here. 

• Let the vision of this beaten, broken, bloody, filthy body begin to show us 

God’s hot displeasure of sin. 

• Yet on Him, the Just for the unjust God’s righteous judgment falls. On Him 

not His church. 

• Christ dies in my place.  

The mystery of the meekness and lowliness of God is here. 

• The humility, and meekness of God. That Jesus would willingly accept and 

submit to all this injustice and malice without retaliation.  

o Phil. 2:5-10  

The mystery of the wisdom of God is here. 

• 2 Cor. 13:4; For though He was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the 

power of God. For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by 

the power of God toward you. 

• 1 Cor. 1:18; For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

The mystery of salvation is here. 

• For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 

become the righteousness of God in Him. 

• Here He satisfies all the requirements and demands of God. 

• Here all my failings, my infractions, violations of His holy law are nailed to 

His cross 

• My sin gone as far as the east is from the west, gone forever, and with it 

the penalty and the guilt. 



• See the cost to God to show His mercy, His great desire to reconcile, bless 

and forgive. His cost to love. Do I see these things on the cross? 

• our Atonement is here: The perfect work Christ did in His life and death to 

earn our salvation. 

• Our Propitiation is here: The sacrifice that bears God’s wrath to the end 

and in so doing changes God’s wrath toward us into favor our 

• Our Justification is here, the instantaneous legal act of God in which he 

thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging to 

us and declares us to be righteous in His sight. 

• In my place condemned He stood. What a mighty mighty Savior you are. 

The mystery of the love of God is here. 

• What extent God goes to love mankind, you, me, Calvary, if it reveals 

anything it reveals the great desire God has to love mankind. 

• Does not Calvary reveal the heart of God? Look at the bleeding Christ. 

• God so love the world that He gave His son to this unfathomable and 

unjust execution 

• If Christ would not have died for us, in our place, who would have? 

Without Christ we are without hope. 

The mysteries of mercy, consolations and hope are here. 

• God came to man; God took the initiative. He did what man could never 

do. We love Him because He first loved us. 

o Isa. 43:2; When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk 

through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch 

you. 

• While we were yet sinners, enemies with God Christ died for us. 

• God’s great desire to bless and forgiven are on display here. See Jesus 

there. 

o Ps. 85:10, Mercy and truth have met together;  

Righteousness and peace have kissed. 

• Oh to see the Son reconcile man to God brings such joy to our souls, but 

this joy begins in the heart of God for even in heaven there is great 

rejoicing over one sinner who repents and is reconciled to God.  

• Here the heart of God is displayed. 

• See the cost of God to cleanse, to heal, to bring us to knowledge, a 

knowledge that passes understanding. 

• See the mystery of the lowliness and meekness of God. 

• See the way of salvation, what a cost to Him. Here He displays the perfect 

and only way of removing the curse of sin. 

• .  

• Here death, my death fixed its sting in Christ, releasing me from it.  

o 2 Tim. 1:10; but has now been revealed by the appearing of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel, 



o Heb. 2:9; But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 

angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, 

that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. 

CONCLUSION: 

• The cross has become the inspiration of holy lives ever since calvary. Men 

and woman of God have by the Spirit copied and exemplified this pattern 

of the cross and sacrifice. 

• Now the crucifixion, the cross, the prayer of Christs’ intercession is our 

effective plea before a holy God. 

• The perfection of Christs obedience are mine, yours, the payment for the 

greatest exchange in history is made,  

• here Christ takes my sin and penalty and gives in its place His perfect, 

Father pleasing righteousness. 

• Complete reconciliation is made here, God’s love meet our love, as we 

respond with the love He has loved us with. 

•  

 

 

THE GOSPEL SONG: 


