MARK 15:1-20 PART 3

INTRO:

Here we move to the 6yh and 7" and last stage of His trial

Pilate the 5" governor of Judea, reigning for 11 years, and then expelled by
Caligula.

Within 7 or 8 years of this trial, both Caiaphas and Pilate would be
disgracedly removed from their positions

And shortly after this we are told that Pilate, weary with misfortunes and I
am sure, guilt, killed himself.

While Israel, hungry for the crucifixion of Jesus would soon get their fill of
the cross and crucifixion when Titus took Jerusalem.

There were days where up to 500 Jews attempting to escape the doomed
city were led to their death on the cross.

Regarding Barabbas, history records that his first name was a popular name
at the time; Jesus.

Jesus’ son of Aabas, son of the father, and the other choice for release,
Jesus of Nazareth, Son of the Father.

To these deranged Jews, Pilate was offering one of two men to be released.
One who was guilty of trying to rid the Judea of the rule of Rome through
force and human strength.

The other through suffering and sacrifice.

Barabbas who promised temporary political freedom, while Jesus of
Nazareth offered eternal spiritual freedom.

The Jewish mob cried out for a Jesus who was like them, one who would not
challenge or convict their self-centered life of sin, a true representative man
of their fallen selves, a Jesus of the culture,

And in doing so they condemned the Jesus of heaven. Is the culture not
doing the same thing today? Which Jesus will I chose.

One cannot but see and sense the great contrasts that take place in the trial
of Jesus.

The contrast of power. Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, Herod, the mob, the
soldiers, Jesus.

The contrast of morality, innocence, righteousness and goodness. The
priests, the Sanhedrin, the mob, Pilate, Jesus.

Who is the guilty? Who is innocent?

How ironic it is that the Jewish people would relentlessly cry for the
shedding of the blood of Christ, Crucify Him.

This while they were to maintain purity for the celebration of the Passover,
a feast which honored and celebrated the passing over of the death angel,
they being saved and protected by the blood of the lamb.

They should have been celebrating the mercy of God of sparing their
indebted and unworthy souls,

Instead, they cry for the taking of the life of God the Son, the spotless lamb
of God who alone could save them.



This morning may the Spirit bring Christ forth to us and cry in our hearts,
“Behold the "MAN"

READ SPURGEON, pg. 129.

Read Mark 15:1-20

VS: 16

They called together the whole Garrison: 1/10 of a legion, 600 soldiers.
They were bored and wanted no one to miss the fun of mockery of this one
who was proclaimed to be King of the Jews, a people the romans hated.

VS: 17 -19

First let me say that the verb forms of these verses telling of the treatment
of Jesus suggest it went on and on, it was not just momentary.

Also, Jesus would have been stripped naked for the scourging, His clothes
then put back on Him, then stripped again for the wearing of the purple
robe, then stripped yet again and His own robe put back on Him then to be
brought forth to be crucified.

Each removal would have not only been humiliating, but painful on His torn
back.

The purple robe symbolizing royalty and coronation, so was the crown. Here
it is evidence of the continued humiliation Jesus had to suffer.

A mockery of a royal coronation and an empty cry of hail king of the Jews,
beating him on the head, spitting in His face and bowing on the knee, and
when they were tired and bored with their sport, they led Him out to be
crucified.

Let’s remind ourselves again of the amazing prophecy of Jesus in Mk. 10:34,
Jesus was spit upon over and over again, and yet He hid not His face from it.
The face of God from which nations cry and flee from.

o Rev. 6:15-16; And the kings of the earth, the great men, [2lthe rich
men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free
man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains, ¢ and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the
wrath of the Lamb!

In my place He stood, I should have been spit upon for I was the enemy of
God, I insulted, it was my sin that alienated myself from a Holy God.

One cannot but bow his head and wonder at the cruelty of man, and
contrast it with the great patience, long suffering of God.

What blindness, hardness and deadness of heart in those who mocked and
tortured Jesus, He who gave them their next breath, Jesus who in Him
dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily and by Him all things consist.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev.%206%3A15-16&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30809a

See how they mock, blaspheme and torture God the Son and then think of
this holy God as seen in Lev. 10:1-3, where the sons of Aaron were
consumed by the holy fire of Jehovah for offering incorrectly, using strange
fire. Or Ananias and Saphira.

Oh, the restraint of God as He could have rushed from heaven and
consumed them all in righteous, condemning fire, how patiently God endure
such blaspheme and sin. But God must be shown to be just and the justifier
of those who believe in Him. (Rom. 3:26)

And the day is coming when they will fall before Him and confess with their
tongues Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father.

VS: 20

John picks up the history from here, 19:4-13.

Pilate returns to the Sanhedrin and presented Jesus to them again hoping
the sight of this bruised and beaten sufferer would soften their hearts to
release Him, but again they refuse their King and Redeemer.

Notice also that the Sanhedrin threaten to bring Pilate vs 12,

What amazing irony; these leaders of Israel and self-proclaimed
representatives of God, declare their loyalty to a Pagan emperor and one
they hated, a pawn of the devil, while calling for the murder and unjust
crucifixion of their Messiah and Son of God.

CONCLUSION: what do we see?

We see here a display of dreadful vengeance from God against sin, my sin,
And yet at the same time a confidence in my heart, that in Christ my sin has
been taken out of the way, the debt has been paid, propitiation procured
and purchased, by His stripes we have been healed.

We see Jesus as a sufferer, ridiculed, insulted, mocked slandered.

He gave His back to the smiters, He hid not His face the those who spit upon
Him, He was wrongly accused, He was the laws and the Father’s perfection.
There are three things at least I can learn here,

1) He above all know what it is to suffer wrongly and from Him I can learn to
suffer well. Come unto me... for I am meek and lowly and find rest. He can
sympathize with us, He knows.

2) What have I suffered compared to His suffering. Why should I cry and
complain, let His example give me renewed resolve to press on, even if ill-
treated, or not, bearing the reproach for Him and the betterment of my soul.
3) Seeing the horrendous torture and pain, the mistreatment put upon our
spottles and gentle Savior, should not our hatred for sin and self increase?

See how Jesus gave His all in dealing with sin, how He hated it as the
enemy of God and should I not see its ugliness and give my all in crucifying
the flesh of my own heart?

We must remember Jesus suffered in my place, instead of me!

Hush my soul in shame, embarrassment, and reverential awe, then praise,
worship and surrender.



