MARK 15:1-20 THE TRIAL OF JESUS PART 2

INTRO:

Chronological order: Jn. 18:12-14, MK. 14:55-65, MK. 15:1-5, MK. 27:11-
14, LK. 23:6-12, Mk. 15:6-20

Last week we covered the movements and experience of Peter,
The week before that we went through the mock trial of Jesus before
Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin.

All 4 gospels mention Jesus’s trial before Pilate, John in greatest detail,
Mark in the least.

This is the 4t stage of the 7 stages of Christ’s trial.

Remember this trial was based on to accusations from the Jewish leaders,
1) Jesus claimed to be the Messiah. And 2) He claimed to be equal with
Jehovah.

Pilate was certainly not interested in the second one, and found not proof
of the first.

Today we will pick up the next step in the history of the trial of Jesus.
Now before Rome.

Judas goes out and takes his own life... after he discovers Jesus is
condemned to death. How did you know this?

He must have been near enough to quickly return to the chief priests and
try to return the 30 pieces of silver. Mt. 27:3-10.

Mark, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, highlights 3 aspects of this trial.

READ MK. 15:1-20

1) Jesus before Pilate. (1-5)
2) The choosing of Barabas over Jesus. (6-15)
3) The soldier’s cruelty and mockery. (16-20)

1) JESUS BEFORE PILATE: (1-5)

Pilate was the 5% governor of Judea, he held this office for 11 years,
which was the longest of any governor serving in this office.

He was eventually removed, fired from this position and banished by
Caligula.

Pilate the governor normally resided in Casarea, but he would come to
Jerusalem for the feast, in case he was needed for some legal issues.
Pilate had a certain appreciation for justice and tried to deal justly with
criminal as long as it did not mar his standing with Rome.

Normally he also had no real love for the Jews and was not in a hurry to
do them any favors as he knew these Jewish leaders had no real interest
in the seeing of justice, or a love of Caesar, but were moved by
vengeance. (MK. 15:10)

When they led Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate and into the hall of
judgment; these religious, yet murderous Jews would not enter the hall



lest they would pollute, or defile themselves and thus eliminate
themselves from partaking of the Passover meal. (18: JN. 28)
What blind, what hardened and dead hypocrites, straining out a gnat and
swallowing a camel.
When Pilate found out Jesus was a Galilean, he sends Him off to Herod.
(Lk. 23:7)
What an absolute contrast is seen here.
The contrast between appearance and reality was never greater.
The one appears to be a helpless bound prisoner, and the other invested
with all the power and authority of might Rome.
But which is truly strong, mighty, in whose hand does the real scepter of
absolute authority and sovereignty rest?
One is a pretense, a show, a facade, momentary, the other real, certain
and eternal
God incarnate is in power, He is infinitely mighty, powerful, even as he
appears voluntarily weak

o 2Cor. 13:4, 1 Cor. 1:25.
Jesus certainly knew this truth and spoke it to Paul in 2Cor. 12:9, "My
strength is made perfect in weakness.”

o Strength: power in action.

o Perfect: to make perfect, to fulfill, accomplish, to complete.

o Weakness: infirmity, a want of strength, feebleness of health.
Am I learning this, weakness in myself, my way, my will: but strong in the
Lord..
Pilate assumes he is strong and ruling over all, being sovereign over
Christ and the whole situation.
This is earthly importance fancying itself to be strong, temporary
importance, evaporating authority, behaving itself as sovereign in the
prescience of Omniscience and Omnipotence.
Almighty and eternal, though clothed in apparent weakness.
Pilate is but a vapor, a brief shadow of authority before the true Majesty
of the ages. Jesus is King and all the earths government hangs on His
shoulders.
Rome’s and Pilate’s vain power is nothing more than the worm before its
Maker.
Here Pilate stands as one of the greatest examples of someone passing
up their opportunity.
He should have dug deep when he had his personal opportunity, Herod
the same.
Pilate asks, “are you a king? and what about this kingdom you speak of
and what is truth. (JN. 18:35-38)
He did not really care much about these things and thus proved himself a
fool.
7 X Jesus is pronounced innocent. Mt. 27:19, 24, Lk. 23:14, 15, 22, Jn.
18:38, 19:4 and of these 5 are by Pilate.



2) THE PEOPLES CHOICE: (6-15)

How remarkable it is, how amazing God is in every detail.

Notice the name of the man who is set up to be released in exchange for
Jesus.

BARABAS: his name means, son of the father.

And here is Jesus “"Son of the Blessed: Whom will they choose, who will
they celebrate and who will they condemn.

This rioter, this insurrectionist and murderer, (vs. 7)

Or Jesus the Savior of the World, the Gift of the Father, He Who came to
save His people from their sin? Of Whom the eternal Father testifies, “this
is My beloved Son in Whom I Am well pleased.”

Barabas was a reflection of the mob’s own heart, riotous, murderous.
Jesus is a not just a reflection, He is the manifestation of the heart of the
Father, full of grace and truth, Love Holiness and Mercy.

Barabas is the people’s choice and like a puppet master he pulls the fickle
and vain heart strings of the crowd to replace Christ with himself.

Here they renounce their only way and hope of salvation and choose their
way of loss. So does this world, its culture and ways.

They rejected their Messianic hopes and sealed their own fate and
judgment with their own mouths.

O how many times does Barabas reveal himself in my heart. What, who
will challenge Christ in my life? Whom will I choose?

In the end though, Pilate would bow to the will of the people to please
them as he did not want an uprising. (Vs. 15)

When Pilate saw he could not prevail with letting Jesus go due to the
demand and uproar of the mob, stirred up by the chief priests, he washed
his hands in front of them all saying, "I am innocent of the blood of this
JUST man.” Mt. 27:24

JUST: Righteous, one who exercised fulfillment of duties towards Gods
and men, and of things that were in accordance with right.

Then the people answered, “Let His blood be upon us and our children.”
(VS. 25)

Amazing to consider on Friday the scream, “crucify Him.: When on the
previous Sunday they cry Hosanna.”

And scourges Jesus, perhaps in hopes of satisfying the blood thirstiness
of the mob.

The Roman scourging was a horrible punishment....

When considering the Roman scourging; we need to consider how Peter
uses the word “Stripe” found in 1 Peter 2:24.

o who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes
you were healed.

In Peter’'s minds eye, he sees vividly the back of Jesus. In the Greek this
word is singular, “stripe.” (Only time used in N. T.)



o It refers to a bloody welt trickling with blood which is the result of the
blows. (By God He was stricken, a single judgment from Jehovah)

e Our Lord’s back was so lacerated by the scourging that it was as one open
mass of raw quivering flesh trickling with blood.

¢ Not a series of stripes or cuts but one single mass of torn flesh.

o Pilates guilt is that He knew Jesus to be innocent and that the priests only
demanded His death out of envy, yet he bows to the will of the people,
Pilate the people pleaser. (Vs. 15)

3) (16-20)

CONCLUSIJION:



