
MARK 14:54, 66-72 THE BREAKING OF PETER 

INTRO: 

• All 4 gospels expose Peter’s failure in denying Jesus. 

• Why is this, are they just being critical of Perter, picking on him? 

• Even Mark’s gospel, which originated from the mouth of Peter himself does 

not miss this failure. Peter wanted us to know. 

• I believe the Holy Spirit has a message, lessons for the disciples of Christ in 

the highlighting of Peter’s failure. 

• He, the Holy Spirit has laid Peter’s failure out for a lesson for the saints who 

would follow. 

• Now what is this something we are to learn?  

• I want us to consider 6 lessons from this gospel record of Peter. 

 

1) THE LIMITATIONS OF MAN’S STRENGTHS: 

 

• Peter was the most vocal of the disciples regarding his conviction of never 

deserting or failing Jesus, even to the point of giving his life. MK. 14: 

• First God wants us to see that man’s resolve, commitment, strengths and 

abilities have an end. They are not infinite, they will at some point fail. God 

has seen to this. 

• God engineers our circumstances so that these natural abilities will not be 

enough, they cannot take the place of the empowering of the Spirit in the life 

of the believer.  

o being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 

things according to the counsel of His will Eph. 1:11 

• This is the plan of God, the process of breaking and bringing us to total 

dependance on Him. That we may truly say, Not that we are sufficient of 

ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our 

sufficiency is from God,  2 Cor. 3:5 

 

2) THE DANGER OF FOLLOWING AT A DISTANCE: 

• This distant following is mentioned in 3 of the 4 gospels. 

• Peter stayed close enough to Jesus that he could still see Him, but not 

close enough to be identified as a disciple of His. 

• One foot in the world, one foot in the church. 

• Wanting the benefits of Christianity but not willing to pay the full price 

of being a disciple. 

o Lk. 14:25-28 

• Wanting a Savior, but not a Lord and Master.  

• To be forgiven yet to be lord of their own life, to be forgiven, but 

wanting Jesus to follow me. 

• This is really to try to have a costless Christianity, which is no 

Christianity at all, and following at a distance is not really following at 

all. 



o 1 Kings 18:21, “How long will you falter between two opinions? If 

the LORD is God, follow Him 

o Rev. 3:15 

• Am I following at a distance? 

o But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and 

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  LK. 9:62 

 

3) THE DANGER OF WARMING YOURSELF WITH THE FIRES OF THE WORLD: 

• Worldly fires are dangerous. They are addictive, and like a moth drawn 

to the flame to its own destruction, so the worlds fires do to a double 

minded person. 

• The worldly fires feed the flesh and starve the soul. 

• 2 Tim. 4:10; for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present 

world, and has departed for Thessalonica 

• Worldly fires must be avoided;  

o James 4:4; Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 

world makes himself an enemy of God. 

o 1 Jn. 2:15-17; Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For 

all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the 

world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he 

who does the will of God abides forever. 

o 1 JN. 3:1, 13,  

• Worldly fires can be avoided, and thus be overcome.  

o Gal. 5:16;  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill 

the lust of the flesh. 

o 1 Jn. 4:4, you are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 

because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

o 1 JN. 5:4-5, For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. 

And this is the victory that has overcome the world our 

faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 

• We are told that Peter’s speech and his dress betrayed him that he had 

been with Jesus. 

• When with the unsaved does our speech witness for us that we have 

been with Jesus?  

• Does my dress witness of me that I have been with Jesus? Modesty and 

reverence. 

 

4) MOMENTARY FAILURE IS OT THE END OF THE STORY: 

• Though Peter follows at a distance. The distance revealed his fear, 

but the following witnessed his love, devotion and bravery. 

• Many of God’s servants had failed, Abraham, Moses, David, John 

Mark; the writer of this book. 



o Acts 13:13 leaves the work, Acts 15:36-39 Paul and Barnabas 

have such a disagreement about Mark, they split up. 

o 2 Tim. 4:11, bring Mark with you for he is profitable to me for 

the ministry. 

• A great basketball player who was cut from his high school team, 

gotten up and pressed on, has said, “26 times I was trusted to take 

the game winning last shot and missed, I have missed more than 

9000 shots and lost 300 games. I have failed over and over again in 

my life, and that is why I succeed, I get up.  Michael Jordan. 

 

5) GOD’S RESTROATIVE POWER: 

• We must not miss the great battle ragging in Peters heart. 

• A battle not of loyalty to Jesus as Messiah, but of the methods of 

Messiah. 

• Christ’s method of redeeming His people was through suffering while 

Peter’s was to conquer through force and resistance. Mt. 16:21-23 

• We are told in vs. 72 that as Peter’s eye met Jesus’ eye even though at 

a distance, just as he was finishing his lie, (Lk. 22:61) Peter wept. 

• Mt. and LK. tells us he not only wept, but that he wept BITTERLY.  

• The morning alarm of the rosters crow awakened withing Peters soul 

the great searching words of Christ and he remembered wept bitterly. 

Only used in the N. T. these two times. 

• The conviction of the look of Jesus and the warning of Jesus strikes 

Peter with the power of God, he is broken, repentive and ashamed.  

• Though Peter seemed defeated, we must remember Jesus prayed for 

him that his faith would not fail.  

• He may have lost hope, but there must have been a flicker of faith. 

• The last picture of Peter here is not one of denial, cursing or lying, but 

we see a man, a lover of Jesus whose heart had been pierced by the 

holy glance of his Savior and this last picture is of a disciple weeping, 

Repentive weeping.  

• Lastly remember this that this look of Jesus at Peter would have been 

for nothing if Peter had not been looking at Jesus! 

• Mk. 16:7, Go tell the disciples and Peter. 

• See Peter restored. Jn. 21:15… 

 

6) THE RESTORED DISCIPLE?  

 

• Peter strong and bold on the day of Pentecost wielding the keys to the 

kingdom, fulfilling the prophecy of Jesus.  

• Peter opened the door of salvation to the Gentiles, Acts 10 

• See his boldness in Acts 4:19, 5:40-42 No fear, no following at a distance.  

• 1 Peter 1:3-9,  3:15-17,   4:12-16      2 Ptr. 1:10-11 

 


