
MARK 14:53-66 JESUS ON TRIAL 

INTRO:   Jn. 18:12-14, 19-24 …Mk. 14:53-65, 15:1 

• The trial of Jesus was not a quick, simple trial, but was terribly drawn out 

and actually done at 4 levels, the high priests, the Sanhedrin, the Romans 

and the mob. 

• It had 7 movements;  

1) Annas the retired high priest, the father-in-law of Caiaphas.  

2) then to Caiaphas and the full Sanhedrin.  

3) the early morning session for the vote to condemn or acquit. 

4) Then Caiaphas sends Him to Pilate,  

5) then Pilate sends Him to Herod,  

6) then Herod sends Him back again to Pilate and finally yielding to the 

pressure of the Jews,   

7) Jesus was turned over to the mob and the Roman soldiers to be crucified. 

• We can tell by the complication of the trial that there was a great difficulty 

in convicting Jesus of any guilt and condemnation. 

• In the O.T. the Jews were given directions on how to conduct a trial and a 

judgement. 

• The accused person was given several protections and much opportunity to 

prove his innocence. The law actually leaned some to the accused favor.  

• A public trial was to be held during daylight hours. 

• It was to be in a public place for all to hear, not at someone’s home.  

• The accused must have an opportunity for a defense. 

• The rejection of any charges or accusations unless supported by at least 2 

witnesses. 

• A false accusations or witness was taken very seriously, in fact is a person 

was found to have given a false testimony against someone he was to be 

charged with the same sentence that would have been inflicted on the 

accused. 

• Also, the Jewish law mandated that a full day must pass between the 

announcement of a guilty capital verdict and the carrying out of the 

execution. 

• And trials were not to be conducted on the day before a feast day, which 

was to be a fasting day. 

• The trial of Jesus took place in private, at night away from the appointed 

temple, and just hours before the Passover began, the sought execution the 

same day, basically nothing about these proceedings were according to the 

Jewish law.  

• This would allow them time to contemplate their decision and also give time 

incase new evidence was brought.  

• The Jewish form of capital punishment was stoning the guilty. 

• It was to be initiated by the one witnessing against him, he must cast the 

first stone, he must back up his testimony with action. 

• We will not read or cover all of the trial today. 

• Notice in John 18:19-21, Annas asks Jesus 2 questions; one about His 

disciples the other about His doctrine. 



 

BEFORE ANNAS: Jn. 18:12 

• Jesus does not respond to the first question about His disciples, again 

shielding them from Annas’s interrogation.  He is the good Shepherd.  

BEFORE CAIAPHAS AND THE COUNCIL 

• Jesus is here before Caiaphas the high priest who earlier in John 
unknowingly prophesied;  

o JN. 11:49-50; And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, 

said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you consider that it is 
expedient for [a]us that one man should die for the people, and not 

that the whole nation should perish 

VS. 53  And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled 

all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes.  

VS. 54 But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high 
priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. 

• Notice the boldness and devotion of Peter as he follows Jesus, though from 

a distance he follows. 
• He follows right into the courtyard of the retired yet power wielding high 

priest Annas 

• Peter follows, but at a distance. The distance revealed his fear, but the 

following witnessed his love, devotion and bravery. 

• Am I following at a distance. Any man putting his hand to the plow, pressing 

on, run the race set before us, JN.12:28 if any man serves me let him follow 

me. 

VS. 55 - 56 55 Now the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against 

Jesus to put Him to death, but found none 56 For many bore false witness against 
Him, but their testimonies did not agree. 

• Here we find the world judging Christ, putting Him on trial, here we see the 

created that is the creature judging its Creator. 
• The world still put Christ on trial  

VS. 57 & 58 & 59   Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, 

saying, 58 “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and 
within three days I will build another made without hands.”  59 But not even then 
did their testimony agree. 

• IN vs 58 the witnesses miss quote Jesus for He did not say He would 

destroy the temple but that they would; 
o Jn. 2:19 “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

• The Jews are about to fulfill their part of this prophecy. 

VS. 60 and the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You 
answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JN.%2011%3A49-50&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26574a


• The high priest askes, “do you answer me nothing?” and Jesus replies with 
silence.  

o Isa. 53:7; He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not 
His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep 

before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 
• His silence was a silence of innocence and at the same time a rebuke to the 

whole proceedings and the high priest’s pretense of power, and the priests 

knew He was innocent. 
• He answers him nothing because he asked the wrong questions 

• When asked the right question Jesus replies immediately. VS. 62 

VS. 61 - 62 But He kept silent and answered nothing. Again, the high priest asked 
Him, saying to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus said, “I 

am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and 
coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

• Caiaphas, being religiously superstitious, used the title “Blessed” a title for 
Jehovah, lest he use God’s name in error or vain.  

• This is a proving of Caiaphas’s disconnect to God for we who love Him love 
to call Him, our God, our Father, Jehovah, Yahweh, Abba Father. 

o Mt. 26:63; “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are 
the Christ, the Son of God!” 

• Caiaphas really is asking Jesus two questions in this one. 

o Are you the Messiah, that is what is your office and mission 
o Whence did you come? Are you really Son of God, what is your nature? 

• Christ’s answer settles both questions. A short reply, 3 letters, 2 words. “I 
AM.”  EX. 3 

• By the way according to Jewish law it was not a crime to claim to be the 

Messiah, This claim would not condemn Christ to death,  
• But to be the Son of God, thus of God, out from God, being God the Son, thus 

claiming to be equal to God, this was a capital offense. 
• Jesus did not hold His tongue when responding to this question, He would 

not, could not deny Himself. 2 Tim. 2:13 

o 1 Tim. 6:12-13 Oh how Jesus fought the ultimate “good fight.” 
• This is the question of the ages, a question every human must answer, on 

which the eternal destiny of man hangs. 
• Mt. 16:13-15; Who do men say that I am, who do you say that I am? 

• VS. 62; This would trigger their minds to the prophecy in Dan. 7:One day 

Jesus and these unjust, corrupt judges will trade places. 
o Rom. 14:10, 2 Cor. 5:10 
o Rev. 19:11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and 

He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He 
judges and wages war. 

o Jn. 9:39; And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, so that 
those who do not see may see, and that those who see may become 
blind.” 

• And Jesus shall ask, “what is it that these thy sins witness against thee?” 
and each will stand silent, made dumb by the weight of their guilt.  

 



VS. 63 & VS. 64 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “What further need 
do we have of witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” 

And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death. 

• He tore his clothes. What a show of false insult, for on the inside he was 
smiling, they had finally caught the Christ. 

• They all condemned Him to death. But not all see Lk. 23:50-51 
o Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a 

good and just man. 51 He had not consented to their decision and 
deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who[a] himself was 
also waiting for the kingdom of God. 

• They must not have taken his council and his defense of Jesus. Perhaps he 
left when they rejected his council? 

• The vote of the Sanhedrin was normally a orderly vote, and would begin 
with the youngest voting first so their vote would not be influenced by the 
voice and vote of the older members. 

• The Sanhedrin’s verdict, the think, seals Christs fate, but rather it seals their 
own fate and the fate of the Nation. His blood would be upon their hands.  

o Mt. 27:25 And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on us 
and on our children.” 

• They thinking they had sealed His fate while in fact they had sealed their 

own fate. 
• The hand writing was on the wall of the palace of the high priest. “Weighed 

in the balance and found wanting.: 

VS. 65 Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, 
and to say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers struck Him with the palms of their 
hands. 

• This Jesus had just previously prophesied in Mk. 10:33-34 
o Isa. 50:4-6 

CONCLUSION:  

 

CHRISOUS VICTORIOUS 
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