
MARK 14:42-52 

INTRO: 

• Let’s recap;  

o Monday of this passion week Jesus entered Jerusalem heralded as a 

hero, as Israel’s Messiah, then later that day entered the temple. 

o Tuesday; He entered the temple again and denounced its 

corruption, over turning the money changers tables and driving 

them out to the temple, pronouncing that they had made His 

Father’s house a den of thieves when it should have been a house of 

prayer. 

o Wednesday; He returns yet again to the temple teaching the people 

and speaking against the religious leaders regarding their spiritual 

hypocrisy and treachery, then later answering the disciples’ 

questions about the destruction of the temple.  

o Thursday; Jesus had the disciples prepare for the Passover feast 

and that evening He celebrated the Passover, and the last supper 

with them, exposing the traitor, also taking time to encourage and 

instruct them. (Jn. 13- 17) 

o He then went out with them to the mount of olives and the garden 

Gethsemane, pouring His heart and soul out in prayer.. 

VS. 43 

• Oh how busy the garden was this night. Christ, the Father, disciples, 

angels, enemies of the cross and satan himself.  

• It seems to be the intent of the Holy Spirit to emphasize that Judas who 

would betray Jesus was one of the 12.  

• It is mentioned here in MK 14 3X vs. 10, 20, 43, and is also mentioned in 

all 3 of the other gospels. 

• Certainly, this is to heighten the greatness of his betrayal and show his 

misuse of his privilege. 

• Judas’ privilege was unparallelled, considering his closeness to Jesus, his 

front row seat as one of the 12.  

• He saw first hand the miracles and wonders and even was given power by 

Jesus to do miracles and even cast out demons himself. (LK. 9:1) Yet he 

hardened his heart. 

• Yet notice the tenderness and calmness in which Christ treats His 

betrayer. 

• In Mt. 26; He calls him friend. (vs 50) and in LK.22, where Jesus tenderly 

asks him, “do you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

• It seems that even at this point Jesus gives Judas one last opportunity to 

repent before his death, for after death there is no second chance. 

o And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment, Heb. 9:27. 

o It would be good for him had he never been born. MK. 14:24 

• A great contingency or mob came out to arrest Jesus, under the cover of 

the darkness of night. In secrecy. Perhaps hundreds. 



• We are told it was a “great multitude.” Chief Priests, elders, captains of 

the temple, soldiers and the curious.  

• The mob who comes out to arrest Jesus, a great multitude, is a mix of 

people, pagan, heathen soldiers side by side with Jewish legalists who 

should have felt their partnership and touch with these men was a 

pollution that would have disqualified them from keeping the Passover.  

• Sadducees pharisees, scribes, elders, chief priests and temple police and 

common folk and of course Judas one of the 12. 

• What a mix and cross section of humanity, partnered together for the 

demonic cause of dethroning Christ. 

• It is the same today, enemies of the cross, anti-Christs, from every kind 

of dark corner join in the common cause to bring Christ down, to put an 

end to His majesty and honor and authority. 

• Jesus says to those who came out to arrest Him, LK. 22:53, this is your 

hour and the hour of darkness. Yet God was over it all.  

VS. 44 

• How ordinary and normal Jesus must have looked. Never drawing 

attention to Himself for notice Judas had to point Him out with a kiss. 

• He needed to be identified by His traitor, no halo around His head, no 

pigeons flying off His fingers. 

• Kiss, this where the phrase, “kiss of death” originated. 

• Jesus in His great humility submits to the deceitful kiss of Judas. 

• This type of kiss was customarily given by a disciple to their 

Rabbi/Teacher. 

• The GK language here describes Juda’s kiss as a lavishly bestowed kiss 

and not a brief peck on the cheek. 

• It would typically signify an especially deep sincere sign of affection. 

• The kiss is a sign an expression of love and affection, but to use it as a 

sign of betrayal is exceedingly and unbelievably cruel and heartless. 

• SAFELY:  safety (so as to prevent escape)  

VS. 45 & 46 

• Rabbi Rabbi: This double use of a name only happens about 15X in all of 

scripture. 

o Gen. 21 Abrahm, Abraham. Ex. 3”4 Moses, Moses, 1 Sam. 3:10, 

Samuel, Samuel, 2 Kings 2:12, my father, my father, 2 Sam. 19:4; 

Absalom, Absalom, Lk. 10:41 Martha, Martha, Lk. 13: 34 Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, Lk. 22: 31, 32, Simon, Simon, Acts 9:4, Saul, Saul, and 

MK. 15:34, My God, My God… 

• Each time this double name is used it expresses or communicates a 

profound affection for who it is used of. This really highlights the great 

hypocrisy of Judas. 

• The double use of the title Rabbi which Judas here uses when betraying 

Jesus reminds me of the title Lord, Lord in Mt. 7:22-23 

• Here in Mt. Jesus uses it to reject any association with those who claimed 

to be closely connected and affectionately associated with Him. 



VS. 47 

• 47 & Jn. 18:10 & LK. 22:49-51, 

• Peter draws out his sword and severs the high priest’s servant’s ear, but 

we notice from LK. 22:49 that they all asked to pull their sword. (2 22:38) 

• Like Peter we Christians often try to live the Christian life in the power of 

the flesh,  

• Or take up the sword of the flesh trying to fight Christs battles with 

worldly weapons and strength, but we cannot fight and win spiritual 

battles with fleshly weapons. 

• Jesus in Matt. 26:52 gives 3 reasons why they should not take up swords.  

1) “those who take the sword will perish by the sword. 

2)  I can pray and the Father will send me more than 12 legions of 

angels, better than 12 disciples. 

o A legion could be up to 6000 troops, and remember one angel 

destroyed 185,000 Assyrians while they slept. 

3) And lastly the scriptures must be fulfilled. It must happen this way. 

(consider Mt. 16:22-23) 

• What a show of love, sympathy, calmness and control Jesus displayed 

when He healed Malchus’s ear.  

• In the midst of this riotous mob who cries for the blood of Christ, Jesus 

steps forward, having asked permission to do so, (LK. 22:57) and 

performs a miracle of grace and mercy and love. What control Jesus 

displayed. 

• Only Lk. the doctor records the healing of the ear. 

• How, after witnessing this miracle, can the mob follow through with the 

arrest? 

• I think if Jesus would not have healed it, Peter too would have been 

arrested for attempted murder and there may have been a 4th cross on 

calvary.  

• Again, we see Peter following through on his commitment of earlier. Mk. 

14:29, 31 

VS. 48 & VS. 49 

• What a change of attitude among the people, just days before they came 

out to Jerusalem to hail Him as their Messiah, hosanna, hail to the Son of 

David. 

• Laying down their coats and waving palm branches with shouts of praise, 

here they wave torches, swords and clubs crying out for His arrest. 

• Ho how the flesh is fickle, how our emotions ebb and flow, changing, 

shifting often, but Christ changes not. 

• But the scriptures must be fulfilled. (49) 

• Yet God was over it all, Acts. 2:23 and 1 Cor. 2:8 had they known they 

never would have crucified the Lord of glory. 

• Notice as we read all the records how Jesus unmistakenly fulfills His 

words  



o No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to 

lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have 

received from My Father.” Jn. 10:18; 

o See it plainly here. Jn. 18:4-12 

• Though the mob falls back, Jesus stands firm. Peter comes forward, he is 

not so willing to give the Master up but backs up his earlier declaration. 

• Notice the great contrast between Peter and Judas. Judas gives Jesus up 

for a few dollars, while Peter will not give Him up even if it costs his life. 

Good ole Peter. 

VS. 50 

• They all forsook Him and fled.  

• Jesus asks that the authorities to let His disciples go. (Jn. 18:8) 

• Human resolve and love can be so frail; however, it is not our love, 

commitment or our strength that will persevere and win the day, but His 

love, commitment and strength that will win and hold us fast unto the 

end. Jn. 6:39, Jn. 10:28-29.  

• Though they were all terrified, confused their hopes broken and 

shattered, yet these are the materials Christ uses to build His Church.  

• Solomon built his temple with the massive and beautiful cedars of 

Lebanon; Jesus builds His temple of bruised reads.  

CONCLUSIOIN: 

• God is in control; He is Lord over all our circumstances or providence. 

• We are not passive, but we wait on the Lord. Wait at His feet. 

• But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They shall 

mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They 

shall walk and not faint Isa. 40:31 

• Jesus when going to pray in Gethsemane was waiting on the Father, and 

when He received His answer and direction He acted and carried out the  

will of God. 

• With strength and resolve. 

• May we continue to grow in this grace of waiting and being strengthened 

by the Lord.  

• 2 Peter 3:7, 8   You therefore, beloved, since you 

know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own 

steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow in 

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 


