
MARK 14:32-42 INTO THE OLIVE PRESS OF GOD. 

 

INTRO:  

• This event, outside of the crucifixion itself, was the greatest temptation 

Jesus faced. His temptation in the wilderness could not compare with 

what He had to face here. 

• Lk. 4:13 Satan departed from Him until an appropriate time. Here we see 

Jesus and His disciples crossing the Cedron valley & brook and entering 

Gethsemane. (Jn. 18:1) 

• In 2 Sam 15 1050 years earlier, we see David crossing the Kedron with 

his men being pursued and fleeing from the presence of his apostate son 

Absolum.  

• But here Jesus our great Shepherd does not retreat but goes forward to 

face his apostate friend, Judas and the unrighteous mob. 

• A clearer view of the agonies of our Lords Gethsemane help us to 

understand a bit more the horrors of sin. 

 

• What a hush falls over our souls when we reverently, correctly approach 

these verses.  

• Here we enter the holy of holies of the passion of the Son of God, the Son 

of Man. 

• Here we are offered a precious and privileged seat in the private closed 

closet of Jesus. (Mt. 6:6) 

• Here our hearts are stilled in the presence of eternal fellowship. 

• Here we hear the crying heart of Jesus. It is as thought God has allowed 

us to eavesdrop on the very poured out soul and heart of God the Son. 

“THIS IS HOLY GROUND.” 

• Heb. 5:7-9 

• Vs. 8 “He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.  

• The things He had suffered earlier in His life, added to His obedience 

taught Him the joy and pleasure of obedience,  

• His life of trials and hardships, of suffering, highlighted that His delight 

was to do the Father’s will. 

• So, arriving at His great trial in Gethsemane as well as the rest of His trial 

and crucifixion, His past sufferings served Him well by teaching Him 

obedience, an obedience which brings joy. 

VS 32: 

• GETHSEMANE: This was a frequent place for Jesus to go. Lk. 22:39 says 

He was accustomed to go there. And in John 18:2 says that Judas was 

familiar with the place for Jesus often resorted there. 

• The name means “Olive Press.” Jesus seemed to go there regularly for 

solitude when in the area of Jerusalem. 

 

 



VS 33 

• TROUBLED: To be thrown into amazement or terror to be alarmed 

thoroughly, to terrify or to be struck with terror.  

• A strong term indicating severe distress and anguish. 

• DEEPLY DISTRESSED: To be alarmed or amazed. The intensity of this 

heaviness and pain was so great that Jesus was astonished by it. 

• Jesus takes with Him deeper into the garden, His 3 closest disciples, 

Peter, James and John. These 3 were given the great privilege to witness 

the severe anguish of the soul of Jesus. 

• These same 3 were also personal witness to Jesus of the glory of God on 

the mount of transfiguration and all that was shown there, and also this 

same 3 witnessed the raising of Jarius’ little dead child. 

• As Jesus moved further into Gethsemane, before He even arrived at His 

destination of prayer, He was overcome, the crushing of His soul had 

begun as he walked with His 3 closest disciples.   

• As He left them to go farther into the garden, His only resource was 

“prayer.” 

VS. 34 

• EXCEEDINGLY SORROWFUL: The thought is that of being surrounded by 

sorrow and overwhelmed by sadness. To be encompassed with grief and 

sadness. 

• It was a wave of anguish that flooded His mind and soul so powerful it 

nearly extinguished His life. 

• It was so powerful and overwhelming that the capillaries of His body 

enlarged and burst so that His sweat became mixed with blood.    (LK. 

22:44) 

• But the Lamb of God, our Savior, must follow through with the eternal 

plan and give His life a ransom for many, to lay His life down for His 

sheep, willingly, that and no man would or could take it from Him.  

VS. 35 

• The fact that Jesus had to go and pray 3 separate times, 2 more after the 

His first session, says much about the immensity and force of the battle 

He was fighting,  

• and fighting not for Himself, but for the will of God and the souls of men. 

• Jesus went farther. Further than any of the disciples could go, farther 

than any human could go.  

o Heb. 12:4; You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against 

sin 

• How infinitely further that “little further” was.  

• We too are called to go farther. Farther than where we are. 

• FELL ON THE GROUND: The word is in the imperfect tense which means to 

continue on, He did not just fall once, but repeatedly.  

• Can you imagine seeing Jesus repeatedly falling under the weight of what 

was to come? 



• PRAYER; It is also in the same imperfect tense, meaning He did not pray 

once, but once and again, continuously for perhaps an hour as He 

mentions to the disciples, “could you not watch one hour.” 

• HOUR: It is used here not as 60 minutes, but a certain season of time. 

• Jesus spoke of this hour many times. 

o Jn. 12:23- 28 it is most relevant;  


