
MARK 14:27-31 SMITE THE SHEPHERD 

 

INTRO: 

• The plot to kill Jesus, His anointing of oil, Judas commits to betraying 

Him, preparation’s for the Passover, the last supper. 

SMITE THE SHEPHERD and SCATTER THE SHEEP: 

27:  All of you will be made to stumble this night!  

Stumble:  

1) to put a snare or stumbling block in the way,"  

2) to cause a person to begin to distrust and desert one whom he ought 
to trust and obey 

2) to cause to fall away 

3) to be offended in one, i.e. to see in another what I disapprove of and                           

what hinders me from acknowledging his authority. 

 

Who is the “I” 

 

• Zech. 13:7 The Lord of Hosts. The Father. 

• Why does the Father smite His Shepherd Son? 

o Isa. 53:4, 5, 10 

THE SCATTERING, STUMBLING SHEEP:?? 

• Jn. 16:29-32 

• The prophecy in Zechariah says that when the shepherd is smitten the 

sheep will scatter.  

Scattering, to scatter abroad, to throw the grain a considerable distance, or up 

into the air, that it may be separated from the chaff 

• to be scattered is what they were supposed to do. 

• See Jn. 18:8 where Jesus said to the soldiers; “I have told you that I 

am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way,” 

• Had the disciples fled when Jesus told them to flee, perhaps a hasty 

attempt to kill the servant, and perhaps Peter would have avoided his 

denials as they were made because he had followed. (Mt. 26:58)  

 

 

 

 

 



TRUST NOT THE FLESS: KNOW THYSELF: 

o 29 Peter said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble, yet 
I will not be.” 30 Jesus said to  him, “Assuredly, I say to you that 
today, even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny 
Me three times.” 31 But he spoke more vehemently, “If I have to die 

with You, I will not deny You!” And they all said likewise. 
 

• Poor zealous Peter, what he said, He said for them all. VS. 31 

• They were all so certain they would never deny or fail Jesus. They were 

absolutely certain of it. 

• But how fickle the determination and commitments our flesh make. 

• They were certain they would do the right thing, but they did not know 

themselves. We cannot trust in the flesh; it is weak and will always save 

itself. 

• Peter seemed to understand that some type of trouble was coming and he 

was certain, in his own strength he could stand and overcome.  

• I believe Peter meant and believed what he said, that he was determined 

to see this night through. 

• We can see this by what followed later, vs. 47 says one of them, (Peter 

Jn. 18:10-11) took a sword and cut of the ear of the high priest’s servant. 

• All 4 gospels record Jesus’ arrest and  Mt. 26:51 adds that Jesus told 

Peter to put up his sword for those who take up the sword will perish by 

the sword. 

• He also adds in vs. 53 that He could pray to His Father and the Father 

would give to Him more that 12 legions of angels. 

• I believe that Peter would have gone on to fight to the death for Jesus 

and his confession earlier was actually quite true. 

• But what really caused Peter to stumble was his misunderstanding of the 

way of Jesus the Messiah. The suffering Savior. 

• When Jesus commanded Peter to put up His sword and let Himself, be 

arrested and freely surrendered Himself to the Romans, this completely 

shattered Peters conception of how the Messiah should lead His people 

and ascend the throne of David. 

• This, Peter not understanding the way of God, shattered his faith. 

• Here was where Peter really stumbled, the following denials were only 

the result of this initial casualty of faith. 

• Like John the Baptist, Jesus did not live up to their perceived notions of 

what and how the Messiah should be and do.  

• 2 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he [a]sent 

two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we 

look for another?” (Mt. 11:2) 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mt.%2011%3A2-3&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23462a


THE GOOD NEWS……HELD BY THE SHEPHERD: 

28: Notice the promises hidden in this verse.  

After Jesus warns them of the failure of their commitment and loyalty, the fact 

that they would all scatter, He informs them, reveals to them two wonderful 

and faith inspiring things. Vs. 28 

1) That He would rise. 

2) And secondly that they would recover and follow Him by going to Galilee 

to meet Him as He told them. 

 

• Jesus mentioning yet again His resurrection, they were not able to retain 

this in hearts or memories, as something to count on, something believable.  

• If they only would have been more understanding, perhaps they would have 

grasped these wonderful promises. 

• But we must notice He continued to be their faithful Shepherd and gather 

them again unto Himself. 

• Though they had stumbled and their faith was shaken and weak, yet He 

would not desert them but restore and use them. 

o Mt. 12:20; A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will 

not quench. 

• Do we see the great faithfulness of our Jesus? How He keeps and shepherds 

His own. 

• Almost immediately after His resurrection Jesus seeks to build up and gather 

His disciples.  

o MK. 16:7 The angel tells the ladies but go, tell His disciples—and 

Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see 

Him, as He said to you.”  

o And in Mt. 28:7 go quickly and tell His disciples that Jesus is risen from 

the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will 

see Him. Behold, I have told you.” 

o How caring, how tender…  

• Here are just a few of the wonderful encouraging words of scripture. 

o All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to 

Me I will by no means cast out; all the Father has given Me I should 

lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. Jn. 6:37 & Jn. 6:39 

o What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 

be against us?  35 Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? Rom. 8:31 & 35 

CONCLUSION, SO WHAT? 

• This section is not so much about the failure of the disciples but the 

faithfulness of the Sheperd Jesus.  

• God is faithful, though we may suffer, though we may stumble He is 

faithful to His promise to never forsake us. 

In closing let’s see the wonderful parallel in John 10: 


