THE PURPOSE OF THE INCARNATION

INTRO:

INCARNATION: the act of clothing with flesh, the act of assuming flesh
or taking a human body and nature of man.
The greatest event in history. Greater than creation, even the
resurrection and ascension for God raised others and ascended others.
Up until the incarnation of the second person of the Holy Trinity,
everything in human history moved toward and to the incarnation.
It was at the center of all the workings and moving’s of God.
God had given glimpses, messages of the prophets and psalmists spoke
and pointed to this mystery, the coming of the “"God Man.” The Christ.
All these partial and sometimes broken and coded messages of the past
led toward this incarnation.
This incarnation is the seed bed, the rivers source of not only the
gospel stories and the N. T. letters, and the actual movement and
purposes of the heart of God for man.
It is the expression of the heart and will of God, and from it all of God’s
redemptive movements flow. from the incarnation all the purposes of
God for mankind have progressed.
God began to reveal it to man early on; see Gen. 3:15, then the slain
animals He used to clothe Adam and Eve.
Then again in the substitute offering for Issac, the ram caught in the
thicket of Gen. 22. And in the multitudes of sacrifices and offering
throughout the pages of the O.T.
But we get clearer glimpses in the Christophanies of the O.T.
Christophanies are appearances of or manifestations of Christ in human
type and form.
For instance, Melchisedec of Gen. 14, (Heb. 7:3), without father,
without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days
nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest
continually.
Gen. 18, regarding the 3 God-men who came to Abraham'’s tent, closing
the visit out with these words, “so the LORD went His way.”
Jacob’s Angel wrestler in Gen. 32 whom Jacob said "I have seen God
face to face.”
Joshua 5 where we see Him as a warrior man of the flesh yet declaring
himself to be “"Lord of Hosts.”
In judges 13 as the Angel of the Lord who tell Samson’s parents, they
will have a child and when asked His name, He informs them it is
“wonderful.” A Hebrew word used only of God.
Then again, we have the 4t Man in the furnace in Daniel.
See the incarnation throughout the writings of the N. T.

o Jn. 1:14, Phil.2:5, Gal. 4:4, 1 Tim. 3:16, Great is the mystery of

godliness, God was manifest in the flesh, and at least a dozen
more like these.




e Yet as important and monumental the incarnation was, we must
understand it was a means to an end, not the end its self.

I want to look at just 4 of the purposes of the Incarnation:

1) TO REVEAL THE FATHER: JN. 17:6

e MANIFESTED: To be manifested, in the Scriptural sense of the word,
is more than to "appear."

e A person may "appear" in a false guise or without a disclosure of
what he truly is;

¢ to be manifested is to be revealed in one's true character;

¢ Manifested definitely declares an existence prior to the
manifestation.

e Jn.1:18
e Jn. 14:9
e MT. 11:27

2) TO SEEK AND SAVE THAT WHICH IS LOST: LK. 19:10

e The parables of LK. 15. The parable of the lost son is a more in-
depth picture of how Jesus seeks and saves.

e Paul says it this way, Eph. 2:1-7

e 1 Tim. 1:15, This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am chief.

e Lk.5:31-32

3) TO TAKE AWAY SIN: 1 Jn. 3:5

¢ Sin= to miss the mark, to have missed the mark of divine purpose
and ideal.to fall short of the glory of God, whether knowingly or
unconsciously.
¢ Sin separates from God. and for the Christian it breaks our
fellowship with God. (the message of 1JN. 1)
o Hab. 1:13; You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And
cannot look on wickedness.
o Isa. 52:9; But your iniquities have separated you from your
God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He
will not hear.
e The scriptures also teach us that one of the purposes of Christ
coming in the incarnation was to take away our sin.
e The term, “take away,” is not a process, but a result of something.
e This something is found in type in the O. T. scapegoat, and its
meaning was to “carry away or take away sin.”



¢ Sin was to be lifted from one thing and placed upon another, and to

be so carried away that the penalty, the pain the stinging memory of
the transgression would be gone.

¢ Jesus was manifested, incarnated, in relation to human life and

passing underneath the load of human sins, He lifted them off and
took them away.

e This is the greatest message this world has ever heard.
e That deep in the heart of the Godhead they purposed Jesus to

become flesh, human and get below my sin, my wrong, my filth my
unholy deeds and lift them off from me and bare them away.

¢ You shall call His name Jesus for He shall save His people from their

sins. Mt. 1:21

e Behold the Lamb of God who takes away, lifts off the sin of the

world. 1 IJn. 1:29.
o Heb. 9:26, Heb. 1:3, Tit. 2:14

4) TO DESTROY THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL: 1 JN. 3:8

¢ Devil, the accuser of the brethren. A murder from the beginning,
the father of lies, a thief, the lawless one, the great deceiver.

e He is the fountain head of all sin.

¢ Jesus was incarnated, manifested to destroy the works of the
devil.

e All evil, all wrong, all filth, hatred and pain comes from the devil.

e Death, darkness are all born and flow from him.

e To Destroy: To loosen, especially by deliverance, to loosen the
force of it, rendering them not binding as the breaking up a a
ship. (Acts 27:41) to dissolve and melt.

o 2 Petr. 3:10-11; But the day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat;
both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned
up. ! Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct
and godliness,

e Just think of the damage the brokenness, the hurt the sin, the
devil has done to us, all this is being destroyed. Totally..

CONCLUSION

Do I, am I seeing the purposes of the incarnation working themselves
out in me? There fulfillment taking place in me?

Let us look to Jesus, what a glorious Savior, God manifested in the
flesh, to reveal the Father to our hearts, to seek and save the lost, to
lift off and take away my sin, and finally to destroy the works of the
devil.



