
MATTHEW 1:18-25 THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, JOSEPH’S VIEW 

INTRO: Read Mt. 1:18-24 

VS. 18 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of 

the Holy Spirit. 

• Betrothed. A firmer, deeper commitment, basically “no changing of minds. 
• To make it legal the bridegroom gave his betrothed a piece of money or 

valuable before witnesses with the words, “Thou art betrothed to me!” 
• This betrothal was formally made with rejoicing at the house of the bride, 

where outside the home a raised platform was built, and here rejoicings 
took place during the celebration. 

• This celebration was taken very seriously and the name given to this 

ceremony was, “Making Sacred.” 
• For the bride from this time forward was declared “sacred to her 

husband.” 
• SHE WAS FOUND: how the pain of this must have pierced Joseph’s heart. 
• How easily this phrase just floats off our lips, but there is a world of 

emotion and turmoil behind it. 
• Mary was found with child. How? By who? Perhaps Mary herself. 

• How it crashed in upon him, crushing his hopes and joys. How his name 
mocked him. 

• Joseph means, “God will add.” Where is the wife for Joseph, where is his 

son? 
• Oh, how the fragile heart and love must have crumbled under such shock. 

• “Came together” VS. 19 

 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a 
public example, was minded to put her away secretly 

• Joseph being a just- righteous man, and not wanting to make her a public 

example. 
• AND, a better translation from the Greed would be, YET: Yet not willing. 

Thus, placing two thoughts against each other. 

• Josheph was a devout, serious, custom, law keeping Jew.  
• He knew what the requirements of the Law were regarding relations 

outside of marriage.  
o Dt. 22:23-24; “If a young woman who is a virgin is betrothed to a 

husband, and a man finds her in the city and lies with her, 24 then 

you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and you shall 
stone them to death with stones, the young woman because she did 

not cry out in the city, and the man because he humbled his 
neighbor’s wife; so you shall put away the evil from among you. 

• So, he also may be implicated in this forbidden act and share in her 

capital punishment. After all who would believe Mary’s story? 



• Joseph knowing the law of Israel, yet he purposes in his heart to extend 
mercy to Mary. not wanting to make a public trial and example of her.  

• He comes to the conclusion he will put her away, divorce her, privately. 
• A betrothal could only be broken off by a bill of divorcement from the 

husband, and to be in front of at least 2 witnesses. 
• Thus, sparing her life and her family shame. 
• This speaks so much of the character of Joseph.  

• He faced this dilemma, knowing what the law required or proposed, yet 
having feelings for Mary and her family, he choses this course of action, 

his last and parting love gift to her. 

VS. 20 

 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 

take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit. 

• Notice the phrase, “Joseph, you son of David.”  
• Why use this phrase?  

• With this greeting the angel brings before the mind of Joseph that he is a 
descendant of king David. Of royal blood and a holy line. 

• The lineage, which according to prophecy, was foretold the Messiah 
would come. 

• But the glory of the lineage of David had long ago dried up.  
• It is very possible that Joseph and Mary were the last 2 pure descendants 

of David’s linage. 

• The other members in David’s linage at that time had all intermarried 
with other tribes’ families. Joseph and Mary were the end of the line. 

• Davids family tree had for the most part become insignificant and of little 
value.  

• True was it prophesied that our Messiah would spring up as a root out of 

dry ground. (Isa. 11:1 & 53:2) 
• I believe Joseph was a humble, lowly man and with the news of Mary 

being with child he was crushed, feeling betrayed and hurt.  
• Perhaps this greeting would give him some encouragement and lift his 

faith. 

• The dream also informed him that this child was conceived in her by the 
Holy Spirit. Isa. 7:14 

• What he understood of this we do not know, God had spoken to him 
through the dream and the angel, and faith and hope came. 

• It would begin in him a new thought, a new possibility, a new hope, never 

before encountered, but maybe she is telling the truth, maybe she is pure 
yet. The Messiah is to come through Davids family line. 

• After this dream he determined not to expose her to potential stoning, 
and sure shunning, and disgrace. 

• He puts himself in the line of hostility, scorn and ridicule, joining her as 

the subject of shame and life long ill disgrace.  (Jn. 8:41) 

 



VS. 21 

21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” 

• Notice They both have a part in this, God joins them  
• Mary gives herself to the purpose of God in her life. 
• And Joseph dose likewise by taking up and embracing the role of being 

the Child’s father and naming Him as he was told 
• We too have been given a call, a purpose from the Lord, to be Godly 

fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, and church builders. What has God 
called me to? 

• Notice the purpose expressed here for His birth, He shall save His people 

from their sins.  
• His people are the multitudes the Father has given to Jesus. 

o Jn. 6:37; All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me I will [a]by no means cast out. 

• Jesus is the fulfilment of the promise made to Abraham 1870 years 

earlier, that to all the nations his seed would be a blessing. 
o Gen. 22:18; In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 

blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 

VS. 22 & VS. 23 

22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear 

a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with 
us.”  

• That the scripture might be fulfilled: Heaven and earth may pass, but not 
God’s word, not His promise. 

• God with us, or with us God. How blessed we are.  
• Do I enjoy, experience, exercise myself in Immanuel? 

• In our church meetings, In our private life? 
• Jesus has said, I will never leave you or forsake you… I am with you 

always… If God be for us. 

VS.24 - 25 

24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him and took to him his wife 25 and did not know her till she had 
brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS. 

• Joseph did as the angel commanded him, he does not take his family and 
run away, but when he returns from Egypt he builds their home, their 
future in Nazareth looking to the faithfulness of Him who directed him. 

• Joseph embraced the directions of God and faced these shocking, joy 
killing, faith destroying events, for we are told here that he took what the 
angel declared to him, and obeyed taking Mary as his wife and naming his 
Child, yes his Son, “Jesus.”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%206%3A37&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26295a

