
MARK 14:1-11 HOW TO PASS ON A LASTING LEGACY  

INTRO: 

• Chapter 14 is the longest chapter in Mark’s gospel. 

• See the sovereignty of God, His predestinating will in the arrest and 

execution of His Son Jesus. 

• For the Passover feast was not the time the religious leaders planned for His 

crucifixion.  

o Mt. 26:5. But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among 

the people.” 

o Acts. 2:23 

o 1 Cor. 2:7-8 

• It is startling how quickly the people change their affections and emotions 

for Jesus.  

• From the triumphal entrance and exhilaration of the crowds on Palm Sunday 

through Wednesday of passion week they love Him.  

• They seemed willing to fight or lay their lives down for Him. 

• We just witnessed Him teaching in the temple they flocked to Him, hearing 

Him gladly, and yet in less than 48 hours they would cry out, “crucify Him.” 

• At the closing of chapter 13 we ended with the admonition to  

“WATCH.” So let us see what there is to see here in these opening verses of 

chapter 14… 

 

• What contradiction of affection is noticed between the palace and the home. 

• While the seemingly powerful ones are plotting in the darkness of secrecy 

to murder an innocent and holy Man. 

• The home in Bethany becomes the opportunity to show devotion, honor and 

adoration to Christ. 

• One is filled with the stench of innocent blood and murder while the other is 

filled with the fragrance of love and abandoned devotedness. 

• In these next 11 verses we will see 4 major sets of characters; 

• The scheming powerful men who in dark and private secrecy, the lay out 

their punny plans to murder their Savior, the Savior of the World. 

• Then a group of disciples whose hearts are exposed and we see their 

smallness and self-centeredness.  

• Then we see one particular heart that is so filled with jealousy and greed 

that it becomes the pawn and vessel of Satan 

• And lastly, we see this beautiful woman whose only concern and desire is to 

pour her life out on the Savior. 

• The Lord has ordained that story of this woman would be preached with the 

gospel around the world. 

 

READ MK. 14:1-11 

 

 

 

 



VS. 1-2 

• When Mark mentions the Chief Priests and the Scribes he is speaking of the 

Sanhedrin. 

• I believe this Simon mentioned here who is hosting this meal with Jesus 

was one of the lepers Jesus cleansed. 

• A person with leprosy would not be able to host a meal with anyone, he 

would be an outcast, an untouchable, so it seems obvious that he had been 

healed. 

• Outside of Jesus’s ministry where else would he have received his healing. 

VS. 3 

• We find the recording of the anointing of Jesus in all 4 gospels, however, 

Mark and Matthew’s gospel parallel each other’s nicely, While Lukes seems 

to be an earlier similar incident, and John’s leaves some question of 

whether it is the same account or yet a third account. 

• However, I can’t help but notice that all 4 of these accounts were all 

performed by a woman! 

• If these recordings in the gospels are different accounts, Jesus would have 

been anointed 3 X before His death and then once afterwards. 

 

Let’s look at some of these differences. 

• Mark & Matt. 2 days before the Passover. 

o John mentions 6 days. 

• Mark says they are in the home of Simon the leper. 

o John does not say, but we do see that Martha serves and Mary and 

Lazarus is there.  

• Mark states the oil was poured on the head of Jesus. 

o John states Mary anointed His feet. 

 

• Spikenard: A very costly aromatic ointment. The best came from India, 

which is what this most like was. 

• A whole flask of it would have cost the equivalent of 300 days wage for an 

average laboring man. A year’s wage. 

• Notice the unashamed devotion to Christ. This woman is overcome with her 

love and gratefulness for what He has done for her and for Who He is. 

o PS. 116:12; What shall I render to the LORD For all His benefits toward 

me? 

• Mark says she “broke” the box. It would have been a cruse of ointment. The 

breaking either means that she broke the seal which sealed the stopper in 

place, or she broke off the long slender neck of the bottle to pour out the 

contents. This seems more likely due to Marks description. 

• Being broken, the oil would have to be completely poured out. No sealing it 

up again, it must be used and poured out to the very end. 

• No reserve, no retreat, no regrets. 

• Now Christ, this woman, as well as the whole house would be filled with the 

beautiful, rich fragrance of this costly ointment. 



VS. 4 & 5 

• The human heart is amazing. One moment filled with adoration and 

devotion, humble acts of kindness and sacrifice, and then in a flash pride, 

resentment, jealousy, smallness, and anger, just to mention a few. 

• How right Jeremiah was when inspired by the Holy Spirit he wrote, 

o  “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately (incurable) 

wicked; Who can know it? 

• How easily our hearts succumb to criticizing. It’s so easy, even an idiot can 

do it. 

• At the extravagant anointing we are told the disciples became “indignant.” 

The KJV has it, they were filled with indignation. 

• Indignant: primarily meant "to feel a violent irritation, their annoyance rose 

to the level of fury and they became very upset by this. 

• Vs. 5 continues saying, they criticized her sharply.  

o SHARPLY: primarily signifies "to snort with anger, as of horses." Used 

of men it signifies "to fret, to be painfully moved;" then, "to express 

indignation against;" hence, "to rebuke sternly, to charge strictly,"  

• The comment that this ointment may have been sold and the money given 

to the poor, most likely originated with Judas, though the others may have 

echoed it in their hearts. 

o Jn. 12:6; This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he 

was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put 

in it. 

• They criticized this woman for her extravagant love and devotion to Jesus. 

• Some may also criticize you and me for our love and sacrifice to Christ. 

• Why waste your life they say. Save yourself, serve yourself, take your ease, 

but this woman had the approval of Jesus and cared not for the approval of 

mere man. 

VS. 6-9 

• Notice in these verses how Jesus comes to her defense. 

• He does not speak of His worth, nor defend Himself but His defense if of her, 

the woman remained silent.   

• Certainly, her Lord would come to her aid if need be. We can learn the same, 

He is our defender. 

• If Christ be for us, who can be against us? 

• He rebukes them saying “why trouble her? She did a good work. 

• He calls her work, “good work.” Something pleasing to God. 

VS. 7 

• The poor you have always with you. This is not an excuse to ignore poverty, 

it is a statement of fact. Poverty will not be eradicated from this earth but 

we should always be taking the opportunity to lessen the pains of it.  

 

 



VS. 8 

• Did this woman really understand that this anointing was actually for His 

burial?  Did she have intuition that the disciples would not or could not see? 

• Notice this great word, “she has done what she could.” What a blessing to 

hear that from the lips of our Lord. Well done thou good and faithful 

servant… You have done what you could. Have I?  

VS. 9 

• She is lifted up as an example would and has inspired countless generations 

and is a picture of what real devotion looks like.  

 

CONCLUSION: 

• What then is our take-away? 

• WHY THIS WASTE? (VS 4)  

• Mt. 26:8 What purpose this waste? 

• Waste simply means “to give too much.”  

• Certainly, this incident is recorded for our example and edification to 

devotion to Christ and His cause. To lives poured out for Jesus. 

• What does it mean to be poured out? 

• Phi 2:17 

• 2 Tim. 4:6 

• Why this waste?  Because she loved, she saw the beauty of Christ. 

• 2 Cor. 4:7-10. We have this treasure in an earthly vessel.  

• This spikenard was costly and rich but useless if the outer vessel were not 

broken. The fragrance must get out. 

• 2 Cor. 2:15-16; 5 For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who 

are being saved and among those who are perishing. 16 To the one we 

are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of 

life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things? 

 

More Love to Thee. 


