
MARK 13:1-37 THE MOUNT OLIVET DISCOURSE 

TEMPLE & THE SETTING: 

• The mount Olivet discourse is the longest continual teaching of Jesus in 

the gospel of Mark. 

• The overall purpose of this Olivet discourse is a warning to that present 

generation.  

• Things to be ready for, things to be aware of, dangers coming and things 

to be prepared for. 

• This new section, which is a chapter long, brings before us the great 

theme of God’s judgment on a fallen, rebellious, back-slidden nation, 

Israel. 

• They were to be the people of God. With great privilege comes great 

responsibility, they go hand in hand. 

• This section begins with a discussion about the magnificent temple. 

• At the end of our previous chapter, 12, our Savior marveled at the 

widow’s mite, her willingness her devotedness, while the disciples 

marveled at the temples’ magnificence. 

• Notice how the disciples were taken by the beauty of the temple. Many 

today are also taken by the outward trappings, motions, programs and 

sentimental emotions of God’s house. 

• Today there is too much thought, attention and importance attached to 

the outward imaging,  

• The emphasis on production, and performances, of concert like music, the 

comfort and soft preaching and pleasure of the whole program 

• And lack of emphasis on the beauty of holiness is neglected, lost, ignored. 

• Things of man and his ability to organize, build and manage have replaced 

our dependance on the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.  

• And the saddest fact of all is that no one has noticed. 

READ: Mark 13 

THE QUESTIONS VS. 1-4 

• I find it to the credit of the disciples that they took the words of Jesus as 

fact. They did not question Him about the accuracy of His statement. 

• I think they were good questions, very logical, isn’t this what we would 

want to know if God said to us the end was coming. (He has) 

• In Mark and Luke, the disciples ask 2 questions; (vs 4) 

o “When will these things be?”  

o “What shall be the signs when all these things will be fulfilled?” 

• Matt. 24:3 expands a bit on these two questions as he adds: 

o “What will be the sign of your coming, and the end of the age. 

(These two events seem to be coupled together in Matt. mind) 

• Now the question for us is as it had been for hundreds of years, were 

Jesus’ answers fulfilled in the disciple’s lifetime or are they yet future? 

• Well, we need to look closely at this passage and other passages in the 

bible to arrive at what I believe is the correct answer. 



• I believe scripture teaches us that it is very possible that these things 

were fulfilled during the disciple’s life time.  Now I could be wrong, or 

perhaps some of these things could be repeated. Circular. 

 

LET’S LOOK FIRST AT VERSES THAT WOULD SEEM TO IMPLY AN END TIME 

PROPHECY. 

 

• We must remember to keep these questions in the forefront of our minds 

as we look deeper into this chapter. 

• I think vs. 5-13 are somewhat generic in the sense that they could easily 

fit in either interpretation. (notice the book of Acts) 

• VS. 10, The gospel preached to all nations.  

o The “all nations” in Jesus’ time described the Roman empire, the 

Mediterranean world. 

o The gospel reaching the known world began at Pentecost,  

o Acts 2:5, And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 

from every nation under heaven 

o Rom. 1:8, First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, 

that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

o 16:26: but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures 

made known to all nations 

o Col. 1:6 truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also 

in all the world, 

o  Col. 1:23; the gospel which you heard, which was preached to 

every creature under heaven 

 

• Vs. 14: The abomination of desolation. 

o That is the abomination that desolates. 

o Abomination means; something that is especially loathsome, or 

detestable. 

o Mark and Matt. say when you see the abomination of desolation, 

Luke say when you see Jerusalem surrounded or compassed around 

with armies, then know that the desolation is near. 

o Luke 21:20; gives us the answer of what this abomination is,  

▪ But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 

know that its desolation is near. 

o This was a specific clear sign, and upon seeing this they were to 

flee. 

o If the sign were the setting up of an idol in the temple or holy place, 

the city would have had to already been taken, the enemy in 

authority and there would be no opportunity to flee.  

o The armies of the pagan Rome would shortly march through the 

holy city destroying, slaughtering and making sacrilege in the 

temple, this would be the abominable desolation. 

o The Roman army was the abomination that desolates. 

o Daniel; 9:26-27 

 



• Vs. 19 tribulation such as has not been since the beginning.  

o Due to our indoctrination of modern interpretation, we 

automatically assign this to 7 years before the physical return of 

Christ. 

o Rapture is a recent teaching….. 

o Verses regarding the use of the word tribulation are many in the 

N.T. 

o Jn. 16:33 in the world we will have tribulation. 

o Acts 14:22, through much tribulation we will enter the kingdom 

o Rom. 8:35 Tribulation shall not separate us from Christ.  

o 2 Cor. 7:4, Joyful in Tribulation. 

o Eph. 3:13 not lose heart at my tribulations 

o 2 Thess. 1:4 patience and faith in tribulation. 

o Rev. 1:9, John your brother and companion in tribulation. 

o Jesus prays in Jn. 17:18 Father do not take them out of the world. 

 

• Vs 20-21; for the second time, the warning Jesus gives them, is of people 

saying “look here is the Christ.”  

o But this warning was after the tribulation, (MT. 24:22-23) when the 

Christians were supposed to have been raptured, yet His disciples 

were still here. 

o Jesus is addressing His disciples, not disciples in the future when He 

warns, “then if anyone says to YOU.” And do not believe them.  

o If they were to be raptured, they would not have to be warned 

about not believing this deception of a false Christ. 

 

• Vs. 24, 25:  

o The sun darkened. 

o The moon will not give its light. 

o The stars of heaven will fall. 

o Seeing the Son of Man coming in the clouds. 

• Now, are these phrases literal or figurative? 

• These phrases are not rare in Old Testament prophesies, in fact we see 

very similar wording. 

• We also have in our vocabulary figurative phrases, such as, the dark ages, 

the future is bright, things are looking up. Celebrities or sports heroes are 

called stars. 

• In Gen. 37, we find Joseph having symbolic dreams about his family 

seeing them as a sun, moon, and stars. 

• Dan. 8:10 calamities are seen as stars falling. 

•  Amos 8:9; “And it shall come to pass in that day,” says the Lord GOD, 

“That I will make the sun go down at noon, And I will darken the earth 

in broad daylight;  

• Ez. 32:7-8, When I put out your light, I will cover the heavens, and make 

its stars dark; 

I will cover the sun with a cloud, And the moon shall not give her light. 



8 All the ]bright lights of the heavens I will make dark over you, And bring 

darkness upon your land,” Says the Lord GOD. 

• Isa. 13:9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, with both wrath and 

fierce anger, 

To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy its sinners from it. 

• Jer. 46:10; For this is the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, A day of 

vengeance, 

That He may avenge Himself on His adversaries. The sword shall devour; 

It shall be [a]satiated and made drunk with their blood;  

o Isa. 34:4 Isa. 13: 9-10Zeph. 1:14-16, Micah 3:6. 12, Isa. 13:6-10 

• This phraseology is used to express divine judgment. Here Jesus is using 

the same phrases to convey the coming of divine judgment in 70 A.D.  

• Also notice the prophecy of Jesus in MT. 23:32-38. They have shed 

innocent blood and would not repent.  

• Here we see Him, as it were, sitting on the throne and executing a 

sentence of judgment on Israel for their unbelief and rebellion and for the 

rejecting and murder of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. 

• It will be the day of the Lord, His power, authority sovereignty and the 

exercising and carrying out of His sentence on an apostate Israel. 

 

Vs. 27: sending His angels to gather the elect. 

• The title “angles” literally means, messengers.  

• Here the meaning could be God’s messengers proclaiming the gospel 

throughout the Roman empire, the known world, gathering God’s elect 

into the Kingdom of God. See vs. 10. (the gospel preached to all.) 

• I don’t see in scripture where angels gather up God’s elect at the Lords 

return to earth. There is the voice of the archangel, but we don’t see an 

angel gathering up the redeemed. 

o However, it may apply to the second coming of Christ? 

 

THE FULFILLED INTERPRETATION 

 

• So, were these things fulfilled in the first century or are some of these 

things still to come? 

• Keep in mind this discourse has a Jewish setting. It is the questions of 

Jewish men, asked to a Jewish Rabbi, and this Jewish Rabbi’s answer 

having to do about a Jewish temple and the Jewish nation. 

• Remember what Jesus is responding to, their questions in vs. 4. 

• Vs. 7 The end is not yet.  

o End: termination, the limit at which a thing ceases to be (always of 
the end of some act or state, but not of the end of a period of time) 

o We find this exact word “end” repeated in Mt. 24:3, 6, 13, Mk. 13:7, 

13; Lk. 21:9 

o Matt. 24:3; Age: signifies a period of indefinite duration, or time 

viewed in relation to what takes place in the period. The force 

attaching to the word is not so much that of the actual length of a 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jer.%2046%3A10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-20056a


period, but that of a period marked by spiritual or moral 

characteristics. 

o What end of an age is Jesus talking about and what did Matt. mean 

by the end of the age? 

o This would seem to be the “end of, or the destruction of: the temple 

and the end of the Jewish era, economy and dispensation.  

o Jesus would be answering their question. This is what was on their 

minds. 

o At the destruction of the temple everything would change for Israel, 

and it did. 

• Now let’s turn our eyes on to this thrice repeated phrase, “these things.”  

• Vs. 4, twice and then again toward the end of the discourse being picked 

up by Jesus, vs. 30. 

• What are the “these things?” This is important because this is what Jesus’ 

was answering. 

• There are many difficult things to put together in this chapter, but the 

“these things” identify or send us back to what Jesus was answering, the 

questions of the disciples. 

• These things refer to what Jesus said about the destruction of the temple. 

So, Jesus is answering questions and making comments about the 

destruction of the temple.  Vs. 2. Which we know was 70 A.D. 

• It is an absolute fact that the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem and 

slaughtered the Jews in 70 A.D. Just 40 years, one generation from Jesus’ 

statements here. 

• In 65 A.D. the Jews, (Zelotes) began to rebel against the then authority 

over Jerusalem, he was unable to put down the rebellion and Cestius 

Gallus took over and marching his armies into Palestine subdued a 

number of other cities and towns and advanced toward Jerusalem. 

• After camping outside Jerusalem for 3 days he then began the assault. 

• This was the disciples clear sign to flee the city. 

• Cestius had set siege to the city and when he had almost taken it, and the 

Jews were about to open their gates and surrender, he ordered his armies 

to retreat. 

• The Jews, with renewed optimism pursued his retreating army and 

inflicted major damage to his troops 

• At this point there was a short interval before the armies would return 

with reinforcements and destroyed the city. 

• Here was the time for those who believed in Christ to flee. 

• The historian Thoams Newton says that at this juncture those who 

followed Christ and His warnings fled Jerusalem and went to Pella and 

other places beyond Jordan, escaping the total slaughter of the 

population and not one of them perished. 

• After Cestius Gallus returned with his restored troops, Nero ordered 

Vespian to take his place. 

• Vespian then ordered his son, Titus, to take charge and to call from 

Alexandria the 5th and the 10th armies to subdue Judea. 



• Those who at this time tried to escape the city were caught, sold as 

slaves, killed and crucified, 500 per day, and sometimes more than one on 

a cross. 

• There were 97,000 Jews that were sold into slavery and 1.1 million Jews 

were killed during this tribulation. 

• Their actions and words have become their judgment.  

o Mt. 27:25; And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on 

us and on our children.” 

• The siege of Jerusalem began in Feb. 67 A.D. and ended in August of 70 

A.D. a period of 3.5 years. 

• The great temple was burned by Titus on exactly the same date as 

Nebuchadnezzar had burned it centuries before. 

• The blood ran in the streets and on the temple floor. 

• Vs. 30: Also notice in vs. 30 Jesus says explicitly that, “this present 

generation that is now living and that He was addressing shall not pass 

away until “all these things” take place. 

• Vs. 32-36. If all these things were not to happen in the disciple’s lifetime, 

or during the then generation, why would Jesus, in His closing words, 

warn them? See  

• Now let’s actually look at a couple of end time scriptures written by Paul 

and Peter, inspired by the Holy Spirit regarding the second coming of 

Christ. 

o 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11  

o Do we see the church being removed, taken up before a 7-year 

period of tribulation? No Paul and those he was writing to, expected 

to be there at the final coming of Christ. 

o 2 Peter 3:10-15 

 

WARNINGS 

• Jesus at least 4X tells His disciples to “take heed.”  

• Notice vs. 5 “take heed that no one deceive you. Personal warnings. 

• He ends this discourse with the final warning, “watch.” (vs 34, 35, 37) 

•  

 

 


