
MARK 13:1-37 THE MOUNT OLIVET DISCOURSE 

INTRO: 

• The overall purpose of this Olivet discourse is a warning. Thigs to be 

ready for, things to be aware of, dangers coming and things to be 

prepared for. 

• The mount Olivet discourse is the longest continual teaching of Jesus in 

the gospel of Mark. 

• This new section, which is a chapter long, brings before us the great 

theme of God’s judgment on a fallen, rebellious, prostate nation, Israel. 

• They were to be the people of God. With great privilege comes great 

responsibility, they go hand in hand. 

• The greater the gifting and opportunity, the greater the penalty for 

neglecting to use and improve the gifting and opportunity. 

• This section begins with a discussion about the magnificent temple. 

TEMPLE 

• The first temple was built by Solomon in the 10th century B.C. It was 

destroyed in 587 by the Babylonians led by Nebuchadnezzar. 

• When Israel returned from captivity the temple was rebuild in about 516 

B.C. 

• Around 19 B.C. Herod the Great; a heathen, began to restore and remodel 

the temple and thereafter it was known as “Herod’s Temple.” 

• Herod was an Edomite, a descendant of Esau. He was the Herod who 

ordered the killing of the baby boys in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ 

birth. He was also infamous for the killing of many of his family members 

to keep himself without a rival and stay in power. 

• The temple was 46 years in building and yet was not completed. 

• It was truly, to the men of Israel, a fortress which could defy the 

attempts of any war to destroy it. 

• Its exquisite beauty, with its golden roof, pillars of marble and gates 

made it one of the wonders of the ancient world. 

• The temple complex covered about 35 acres. The sanctuary (holy place 

and the holy of holies) stood 150 feet high 

• The pillars or columns that held up the upper temple roof and the porches 

were so large that it would take 3 large men to reach their arms around 

one and touch finger tips. 

• Some of the massive stones that made up the temple were 60’ long, 11’ 

feet high, and 8’ deep and weighing up to 1 million pounds. 

• It is said by some historians that Herod’s temple looked like a mountain 

of marble decorated with gold. 

• It was architecturally stunning and looked as though it would stand for a 

thousand year or more. 

• How it adorned Zions’ hill, and to the Jewish nation this was the holiest 

place on earth. 



• It was perhaps the most beautiful religious building ever erected by man, 

yet it was built by the heathen, godless ruler Harod the Great, and its 

beauty in god’s sight was valueless. 

• And Jesus had just pronounced it to be a house or a den of thieves.  

• The true beauty of the church is not its buildings but its head, Jesus 

Christ and our triune God’s Prescence.  

• The life of God resident in His holy temples, the souls of redeemed men 

and women.  

o Ps. 27:4; One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: 

That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To 

behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple. 

• The historian Josephus records that the Romans were careful to destroy 

every building except 2 or 3 towers. 

• It was levelled and dunged over so that no one afterwards visiting the 

city would believe that it had ever been in habited. 

• How Jesus’ remarks must have shocked the disciples. 

READ: Mark 13 

THE QUESTIONS VS. 1-2 

• At the end of our previous chapter, 12, our Savior marveled at the widows 

mite, her willingness her devotedness, while the disciples marveled at the 

temples’ magnificence. 

• Notice first how the disciples were taken by the beauty of the temple. 

Many today are also taken by the outward trappings, motions, programs 

and sentimental emotions of God’s house. 

• Today there is too much thought, attention and importance attached to 

the outward imaging,  

• the emphasis and production, and performances of music, the comfort 

and soft preaching and pleasure of the whole program, while the 

emphasis of the beauty of holiness is neglected, lost, ignored. 

• Things of man and his ability to organize and manage have replaced our 

dependance and the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

• And the saddest fact of all is that no one has noticed. 

• I find it to the credit of the disciples that they took the words of Jesus as 

fact. They did not question Him about the accuracy of His statement. 

• I think they were good questions, very logical, is this not what we would 

want to know if God spoke to us and told us the end was coming. Oh yes, 

I guess He has warned us.  

• I also think perhaps a better question would have been, what have we as 

a nation done to bring this upon ourselves and what can we do to reverse 

this tragedy?  

• Now the question for us is as it had been for hundreds of years, were 

Jesus’ answers fulfilled in the disciple’s lifetime or are they yet future? 

• Well, we need to look closely at this passage and other passages in the 

bible to arrive at what I believe is the correct answer. 



• I believe scripture teaches us that these things were fulfilled during 

the disciple’s life time.  Now I could be wrong, or perhaps some of 

these things could be repeated. Circular. 

 

THE PROPHECY PARTIANLLY FULFILLED AND FUTURE. 

• The end times thought and the rapture of the church.  

 

• Let’s look first at some of these verses in this discourse that would seem 

to prove Jesus moved His answers to the end of earth’s history, to His 

second coming. 

• VS. 6-9 

• Did many false Christ’s arise? 

• The first century Jewish historian, Josephus tells us that before the 

destruction of the temple and after Jesus’ death, many arose claiming to 

be the Messiah. 

• VS. 10 the gospel preached to all nations. The “all nations” in Jesus’ time 

was meaning the Roman empire, the Mediterranean world.  

o Col. 1:6 & 23 

• Vs. 14, the abomination of desolation. That is an abomination that 

desolates. 

• Luke gives us the answer of what this abomination is, 21:20; But when 

you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is 

near. 

• The armies of the pagan Rome marching through the holy city destroying 

and making sacrilege in the temple would an abominable desolation. 

o Daniel; 9:26-27, people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy 

the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And 

till the end of the war desolations are determined. 27 Then he shall 

confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of 

the week, He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the 

wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until 

the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on 

the desolate.” 

• Vs. 24-26 

• We see wording like the sun darkened, the moon shall not give light, the 

son of man coming in the clouds,  

• See Isa. 13:6-10 and notice the prophecy here is regarding the siege of 

Israel by Babylon. 13:1 & 19 

• This phraseology is used to express divine judgment. Here Jesus is using 

the same phrases to convey the coming of divine judgment in 70 A.D.  

• Here we see Him, as it were, sitting on the throne and executing a 

sentence of judgment on Israel for their unbelief and rebellion and for the 

rejecting and murder of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. 11:36. 

• It will be the day of the Lord, His power, authority sovereignty and the 

exercising and carrying out of His sentence on an apostate Israel. 

• Vs. 27: sending His angels to gather the elect. 

• The title “angles” literally means, messengers.  



• Here God’s messengers proclaiming the gospel throughout the Roman 

empire, the known world, gathering God’s elect into the Kingdom of God. 

See vs. 10 

 

THE FULFILLED INTERPRETATION 

 

• These verses we have looked at have led many wonderful, educated, 

intelligent people to believe Jesus in these later verses is talking about 

His literal second coming at the end of the age.  

• They may be right; I don’t think so and here’s why. 

• First let’s look at the questions which Jesus answered. Mark records in 

Vs. 4, 2 question that arose from vs. 2 

o “Tell us, when will these things be?  

o And what will be the sign when all these things will be fulfilled?” 

• Luke has the same two questions. 

• However, Matt. records the questions a bit different. 

o Matt. 24:3; when shall these things be? 

o What shall be the sign of thy coming; and of the end (or 

consummation) of the age? (The end of the Jewish era or 

dispensation.) 

• Here it seems very probable that the disciples concluded that His 

coming would also be the end of the age.  

• So, were these things fulfilled in the first century or are some of these 

things still to come? 

• Here are some facts we must keep our attention focused on. 

• Keep in mind this discourse has a Jewish setting. It is the questions of 

Jewish men, asked to a Jewish Rabbi, and this Jewish Rabbi’s answer 

having to do about a Jewish temple and the Jewish nation. 

• Remember what Jesus is responding to, their questions. 

• Now let’s turn our eyes on to this thrice repeated phrase, “these things.”  

• Vs. 4, twice and then again toward the end of the discourse being picked 

up by Jesus, vs. 30. 

• What are the “these things?” This is important because this is what Jesus’ 

was answering. 

• There are many difficult things to put together in this chapter, but the 

“these things” identify or send us back to what Jesus was answering, the 

questions of the disciples. 

• These things refer to what Jesus said about the destruction of the temple. 

So, Jesus is answering questions and making comments about the 

destruction of the temple. Which we know was 70 A.D. 

• That sets a time frame, around the time of the temple destruction. 

• Also notice in vs. 30 Jesus says explicitly that, “this present generation 

that is now living and that He was addressing shall not pass away until 

“all these things” take place. 

o Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away 

till all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but My words will by no means pass away. 



• If all these things were not to happen in the disciple’s lifetime, or during 

the then generation, why would Jesus in His closing words warn them in 

Vs. 32-36.  

• It is an absolute fact that the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem and 

slaughtered the Jews in 70 A.D. Just 40 years, on generation from Jesus’ 

statements here. 

• It is estimated that about 1.1 million Jews were slaughtered during this 

assault.  

• The blood ran in the streets and on the temple floor. 

• Now let’s actually look at end time scriptures and what Paul and Peter 

believe regarding the second coming of Christ. 

o 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11  

o Do we see the church being removed, taken up before a 7-year 

period of tribulation? No Paul and those he was writing to expected 

to be there at the final coming of Christ. 

o 2 Peter 3:10-15 

 

WARNINGS 

• Jesus at least 4X tells His disciples to “take heed.”  

• Notice vs. 5 “take heed that no one deceive you. Personal warnings. 

• He ends this discourse with the final warning, “watch.” (vs 34, 35, 37) 

•  

 

 

Matt. 24:3; Age: signifies a period of indefinite duration, or time viewed in 

relation to what takes place in the period. The force attaching to the word is not 

so much that of the actual length of a period, but that of a period marked by 

spiritual or moral characteristics. 


