
MARK 12:38-44 HYPOCRISY IN LIFE AND GIVING 

INTRO: 

• What is something you would warn your children to be aware of? 

• Now Jesus and His disciples are still in the temple, having been there since 

Mark Chapter 11 verse 22. 

• This is the last discourse of Christ before He leaves the temple never to 

return again. 

READ MARK 12:38-44 

• Read Mt. 23:1-5?  Matt. Take the whole chapter for this section. 

EXPOSING & CHASTISES THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

• Jesus here not only warns in His teaching that the doctrines of the religious 

leaders was dangerous, but the very leaders themselves were dangerous. 

Beware of them. 

• They are full of the leaven of pride and self-love. Their new commandment 

would be “love me as we love myself. 

• It would seem that Jesus is teaching that even association with those who 

practice and teach error are dangerous. 

• The word “Beware” literally means to see, discern, it indicates great 

vividness expressing a more intense, earnest contemplation. Typically, of 

danger. 

• It was customary for the Jews to put on a prayer shawl when reciting 

prayers, but the scribes had a special prayer shawl that was so obvious due 

to the length which reached and touched the ground. 

• In the synagogue they sat on nice elevated benches at the sides while the 

common folk sat on the floor. 

• The scribes were supposed to be the teachers of the book, they were the 

theologians of their day, and rather than feeding the sheep with the true 

word, they were fleecing the sheep with their pride, hypocrisy and greed.  

• Thus, their condemnation would be more severe. 

• The only way to avoid hypocrisy in the Christian life is to adorn, clothe our 

doctrine and teaching with our lives, our living. Let the word become flesh. 

• Let us prove our sincerity by the godliness of our behavior. 

SENTENCING THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

• If you recall, last week we saw that the Messiah would be exalted by God to 

sit at His right hand until the Father makes His enemies His footstool. 

• Here we see Jesus in this role, in seesion. 

• Vs. 40; Jesus makes a distinction in the degree of consequences for sin. The 

sentencing varies. VS. 40 

• Condemnation/judgment/damnation: the “sentence” pronounced, a verdict 

given, a condemnation, the decision resulting from an investigation," 

o See Lk. 23:40; Do you not fear God, seeing you yourself are under the 

same sentence of condemnation and suffering the same penalty?  

o Matt. 11:20-24, Lk. 12:47-48. 

• How many today would accuse Jesus of being judgmental? 



JESUS OBSERVES THE OFFERINGS Vs. 41-44 

• The treasury was located in the court of woman for there both men and 

women could gather, thus giving everyone access to the offering boxes. 

• There we 13 of them there, trumpet shaped on top, like a funnel, leading to 

the chest or box. 

• God commanded Israel to make offerings to Him,  

o Ex. 25:1-3 And the Lord said to Moses, 2 Speak to the Israelites, that 

they take for Me an offering. From every man who gives it 

willingly and ungrudgingly with his heart you shall take My offering. 
3 This is the offering you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and 

bronze, 

• It is interesting how may commands and doctrine of Jesus we can recite, 

especially to others, but seem to forget the ones about giving. 

• There was much going on in the temple, and much to observe but Jesus 

choses to sit and watch people give. 

• Notice how Jesus watches, not only amounts but the how they gave.  

• God notices “little things” done with a large heart. 

• The how we give will determine the what we give.  

• Jesus specifically takes notice of the widow. He quickly moves from the 

rebuke of the scribes to the honor of this widow.  

• He makes sure His disciples learn this lesson for He calls them to observe 

her example for them and the church to come. 

JESUS REPORTS ON THE OFFERINGS.  VS. 41-44 

• Jesus feels this lesson of the widow’s heart is so important that He call His 

disciples to Him, lest they miss the lesson. 

• Some say this widow’s offering is the most famous offering in history. 

• Her 2 mites = a quardran which = 1/32 of a denarius, which was = to one 

day’s pay for a laborer. 1/32 of a day’s wage. (about 3%) 

• A mite, lepton, was the smallest of all coins at this time. Usually made of 

copper, and even this copper was of very poor quality so that the coin would 

ware out easily. 

• It was the first coin Israel was allowed to make under Roman rule (175-140 

B.C.) 

• The “all” that the rich put in falls short of the “all” that the widow put in. It 

did not match up to her “all.” (See VS. 44) 

• What a wonderful heart and love for the Lord this woman had, she would 

not serve Him in any way that cost her nothing. 

• May we be sensitive and committed as David when he said in; 

o 1 Chron. 21:24, Then King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will surely 

buy it for the full price, for I will not take what is yours for the LORD, 

nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me nothing.” 

• In the midst of the hypocrisy of Israels religious leaders Jesus sees in this 

widow, one who is innocent and sincere, An Israel within Israel. 

• Like Elijah when God informed him that there were yet 7000 who have not 

bowed the knee to idols. 



• God has His faithful whose hearts are yet moved by holy motives. 

• Jesus uses the widow as not only an example of extravagant giving of 

money, but is also an example of what level all our devotion to God should 

look like.  

• Not just in the financial realm where she gave her all, her whole living, but 

in all of life. 

• In the giving of her last 2 mites, she gave her everything with nothing left 

to rely on…. Save Jesus. 

• It seems she would rather go without than miss out on the opportunity to 

pour her livelihood and heart, her love her passions into God’s work. 

• How was this widow now to live? Just as she had before, for the coins she 

put into the treasury box, her faithful, unchanging God gave to her, as He 

promised, and had supplied all her need and would continue to do so. 

• This Paul learned and declares in  

o Phil. 4:19, my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in 

glory by Christ Jesus. 

• Though others put in much more it caused them no sacrifice, hardship, they 

gave out of their abundance and excess.  

• Their offering did not cramp their life style or living. 

• In our age and culture, it is common in to give to God the left over, of time 

and service as well as money. 

• Again, it was not the amount of money necessarily that impressed Jesus, it 

was the amount of devotion and love that He treasured.  

• Can you have one without the other? 

• Do I, do we remember all our wealth is given to us by God.  

o Dt. 8:18, And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who 

gives you power to get wealth, that He may confirm and establish His 

covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 

o 1 Chron. 29:16-18, “O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have 

prepared to build You a house for Your holy name is from Your hand, 

and is all Your own. 17 I know also, my God, that You test the heart 

and have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my 

heart I have willingly offered all these things; and now with joy I have 

seen Your people, who are present here to offer willingly to 

You. 18 O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep 

this forever in the intent of the thoughts of the heart of Your people, 

and fix their heart toward You. 

• And this is true of every area of our lives. God gives us power to get wealth, 

but also power to serve Him, to breath, to see, to understand, all to be 

dedicated to Him. 

o 2 Cor. 9:6-7, But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So 

let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 

of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

• That which gives giving its chief value is its being done with a single desire 

to please and honor God. 



• All our giving should be done in the mindset and attitude that we are giving 

to the Lord, 

• In Colossians 3:23-24 we read, and whatever you do, do it heartily, as to 

the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the 

reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.  

• Certainly, this includes giving. 

Some verses on giving: 

• 1 Tim. 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be 

haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us 

richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good 

works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good 

foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

• Prov. 11:24-25; There is one who scatters, yet increases more; And there 

is one who withholds more than is right, but it leads to poverty. 25 The 

generous soul will be made rich, and he who waters will also be watered 

himself. 

• Prov. 3:9-10; Honor the LORD with your possessions, and with the first fruits 

of all your increase; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, 

And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

CONCLUSION: 

• What we see in these verses is Jesus’ comparison between hearts that are 

cold and hard filled with self, pleasure and pride, compared against a heart 

that is full given, devoted, surrendered to God, including all its gifted 

worldly possessions. 

• Remember; God notices “little things” done with a large heart. 

• And the how we give will determine the what we give. (in every area of our 

lives.) 

 


