MARK 12:28-34 THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT PART 3

Of the 31,102 verses in the bible, this is the greatest directive verse of
them all as regards God’s desire from mankind and mankind’s destiny.
This was Jesus’s parting challenged to our beloved Peter, Jn. 21:15 Peter
do you love Me? What does Jesus say to me?

Love is the redemption of all life’s experiences, such as knowledge, faith,
works or trials and sufferings. They will all be of no account at all if not
principled or empowered by love. (1 Cor. 13:1-3)

Without love our very best actions are no better than splendid sings.
(Charles Simeon)

Love is God’s creation, and the richest, purest love is love for God.
Without this love to God everything we do, however good maybe a selfish
act originating from our own will intending to advance our own honor.
So let me ask you, ask myself, have you been loving God this week?
Guiding, ruling yourself by this measuring rod?

Mankind is unique in God’s creation for we were created with a capacity
to desire, to hunger for something, someone greater than ourselves.

We are the crown of God’s creation.

We were created above all other created things, in that God within us
greater faculties, such as greater understanding whereby we can know
God.

A will whereby we may devote ourselves to Him, affections whereby we
may experience and enjoy Him, and spiritual abilities whereby we may
serve and glorify Him.

This capacity no other creation on earth possess. We alone have this
capacity which fit us for true worship, and for this very reason we were
given these gifts that, by the grace of God, we may exercise them in our
Love and worship of Him. Heart, soul, strength and mind. (Rom. 12:1, 2)
They were given to us that we might know Him, serve Him, and enjoy
Him.

And if they are not chiefly used for this, they will ultimately prove a curse
to us rather than a blessing.

We were created with these capacities, that they would find their
fulfilment, their home in adoration, and fellowship and oneness in Him.
This great commandment is foundational for all intelligent relations with
God.

It is the eternal law of the universe.

It was binding upon the angels before man was created.

When Gabriel, Michael, and Lucifer came into existence by the word of
God, this commandment was binding on them. “thou shall love the Lord
thy God.”

It was instigated before Adam was ever created.

It was binding on Adam from the very day of his creation when God
breathed into him the breath of life and he became a living soul, this was
written on the tables of their hearts “thou shall love the Lord thy God.”



READ MK. 12:28-34

e I would like bring to your attention in this commandment as spoken by
Jesus in Vs. 30, and notice the 4 points.

1) THE DIRECTIVE; “you shall.” This is not a suggestion; it is a command
to be embraced and obeyed.

o The intention of it is our eternal good and God’s glory.

2) THE DUTY: TO LOVE.

e In priority it is not what we do for Him, not what we give to Him,
not the chapters of the bible I have read for Him, and not the
meetings I have attended for Him. Or the lost I have faithfully
indevoured to save for Him, but it is how am I loving Him.

3) THE MEASURE: “ALL"”

¢ Notice we are not called to love our selves with our whole heart,
soul, mind, and strength, so we are not commanded to love our
neighbors with this all-consuming love, but we are commanded to
love our God to this measure.

¢ Husbands we are called to love our wives to a great degree, to lay
our lives down for them, but never compromising our love for God,
this love is supreme.

¢ No love is to be greater than our love to Him.

e His love is to be the chiefest of our loves, more than Husband to
wives, wives to husbands, mothers to children, fathers to children,
or children to parents. Our love is not to be compromised,

o Matt. 10:37, "¢ who loves father or mother more than Me is
not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more
than Me is not worthy of Me.

o Luke 14:26; “"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
(Hate means to love less than our love to God.)

e Our God is a jealous God.

o Ex. 20:5; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God,

o EX. 34:14; For you shall worship no other god, for the Lord,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.

4) THE WHY: He is "OUR LORD, OUR GOD.”

e He is Jehovah, and He is Our God! before Whom angels fall and
worship.

o Rev. 7:11, 12, (Heb. 1:6)

¢ Who in His presence cherubim’s veil their faces and cry “Holy, Holy,
Holy”. Isa. 6

e Whose train fills the temple.

e He is our LORD and God by creation, by redemption, by adoption.




SOME OF THE BENEFITS OF LOVING GOD MORE.

Loving God more would produce in our lives a greater hatred for sin and
the eradicating of it in our lives.

Let’s look at Joseph. Gen. 39:9 “"How can I do this thing and sin against
God?

This love produces in us the desire and power to put the “old man” the
old live to death.

A greater love for God will cause us to walk in ways that are pleasing to
Him, to be sons and daughters who love Him, love holiness, and live in a
way whereby God’s nhame will not be blasphemed.

o 2Sam. 12:13, 14; So, David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against
the LorD.” And Nathan said to David, “"The LORD also has put away
your sin; you shall not die. * However, because by this deed you
have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme,
the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”

Loving God as He should be loved enables all our other facuilties to
operate as they were meant to operate.

The great depths of man will fix on God Himself, beholding Him and thus
be pleasing and conforming into His glorious image as from glory unto
glory.

Loving God brings heaven closer, as we fix our minds on things above.

o Col. 3:1-3; If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of
God. 2Set your mind on things above, not on things on
the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

All that we do is to be done as unto the Lord and this motivated by love.

o Col. 3:23-24. And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and
not to men, 2* knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.

Some Verses on Loving God.

End-time warning. 2 Tim. 3:4; traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God,

Eph. 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity. Amen.

1 Cor. 16:22; If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him

be accursed.

2Thes. 3:5; Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and
into the patience of Christ.

1 Cor. 2:9; “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the
heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”
1 Pet. 1:8; whom having not seen you love.

Ps. 31:23; Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints!



