
MARK 12:28-34 THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 

INTRO: 

• Today we are going to consider the source and cause of all Christian failure. 

• Whether it be neglect, anger, unforgiveness, passivity, self-centeredness, 

all sin…  

• It is also the foundation of all life’s perfections. 

• We are successful in this Christian life only to the degree we have lived out 

this commandment. 

• The fulfilling of this commandment is the measuring rod of all Christian life 

and character. 

• Bring yourself to this measuring rod and be humbled. 

• Who can stand approved before this great plumb line? 

• Oh, how blessed to be humbled and cry out,” Lord be merciful to me, and 

pray, “More Love to Thee.” 

READ MK. 12:28-34 

VS. 28:  THE SCRIBE. 

• According to Matt. It would appear that this Scribe was also a Pharisee.  

• This Scribe came from the Pharisees and came to test Jesus. 

• Who were the Scribes:  

o They were a sect of the Jewish religious system and were students, 

experts in the law.  

o They were the theologians, the lawyers, and were to be experts in 

biblical interpretation among the Jews. 

o They had determined that, as good Jews, they were responsible to 

keep 613 precepts or principals. 

o These they had extracted and expanded from the reading of the law. 

o There were 613 of them because there were 613 letters in the 

Decalogue, the 10 commandments. 

o It consisted of 365, in the negative, “thou shalt not.” one for each day 

of the year, And 248 in the positive, “thou shalt.” 

• One of the favorite pass-times for the Scribes was to debate which precepts 

were the most important. 

• I do believe there was certainly a measure of sincerity in his heart. 

• He heard Jesus’s answers to the previous questions and reasoned them to 

be sound and good. 

• First commandment: Not first in number but in importance, quality, weighty, 

primary or rank. The foundational commandment. 

• All the other commandments flow out from this one. Fulfill this one and you 

will fulfill the others. 

• Another reason it is the “first” commandment is because the obedience and 

conformity to it leads to the utmost perfection of our nature and spiritual 

fulfilment.  

• On this commandment lies the keys to spiritual growth, Christlikeness and 

approval of God. 



VS. 29: 

• Jesus first calls the scribes attention to God, He then reveals to the Scribe 

who God is, then what our response should be toward Go. 

• Jesus rightly begins His answer with the Shema, “Hear O Israel.” Have ears 

to hear and do. Listen and obe. 

• Hear:  it is a hearing that heeds and it is in the continuous tense. 

• Dt. 6:4-5. Moses at the end of his life. 

• Notice the repetitive use of titles, Lord and God.   

• LORD: Jehovah. He that always was- He that always is-He that ever is to 

come.  

o Rev. 1:4; John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you 

and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come,  

• He is a combination in marvelous perfection of the 3 periods of existence in 

one word or title. 

• Yahwey. 3 Century BC 

• GOD: Elohim. God in plurality  

• God: Elohim, 33x Gen. 1. The covenant God in plurality. Trinity in unity. 

• Our God. Very personal. To be known personally and loved. One who has 

given Himself to His people and who His people have given themselves to. 

• One LORD: declares God’s oneness in unity and trinity, a triune God in 

oneness.  

• One also in exclusivity, one only absolute God, there are no others. 

VS. 30: 

• Here the Israelites were not commanded to love God simply because of 

what He had done for them, nor are we. 

• We are not to love Him simply for His kindness, His gifts to us, though we 

should, but we are to love Him for Who He is in Himself. He is worthy. 

• Jesus mentions 4 areas of our beings: 

• HEART: To love God with our whole heart. My son give me your heart. Prov. 

23:26. 

• Our love to God is to be an affection that is unsurpassed by any other 

affection. It is to have no rivals in our hearts. 

• The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit and out 

of this overflowing love we overflow back to God the Giver. (Rom. 5) 

• SOUL: Our love for Him rises in our very being, our personalities, our 

emotions rise to God in appreciative love, adoring reverential love. 

• It is to be a blazing flame within our souls, a passion a zeal unmatched by 

any other object.  

• STRENGTH: this love is not to be a weak love, a love that does not move us, 

but our strength should respond to love with action and a displaying of itself 

in a godward discipline and sacrifice. Not a lazy anemic listless love.  

o 2 Cor. 5:14-15:  For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge 

thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that 

those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who 

died for them and rose again. 



• MIND: Jesus adds in His quote a fourth area Dt. does not include., the 

“mind.” 

• We are to love God with the fulness of our minds and intellect. We should be 

applying our brains in the study of God, His written word.  

• Exercising our minds in Godly thinking, having our minds renewed by the 

word not being conformed in thought to this world. (Rom. 12:2) 

• Study your bibles, meditate on God, Who He is, His attributes. Plumb the 

depths of God as best you can. Eph. 3:14-19 

• Also notice the word” Whole” repeated each time. Not even the smallest 

corner of our beings are to be closed to Him and loving Him. 

• If we truly love God with our whole being it will certainly display itself 

outwardly in obedience to God.  

o Jn. 14: 15,  “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

• We will not truly grow in the Christian life and relationship with God until 

we understand and begin to realize and exercise this reciprocal love.  

o 1 Jn. 4:19  We love Him because He first loved us 

• And that we are to love God simply because He is lovely, wonderful and 

worthy of all our affection. That our love for Him is a “first love,” 

foundational and primary. 

o Rev. 2:1-4,  

• Jesus did not say we could not have love for other things, but all of those 

other loves must be in submission to the love we have for God.  

• It is not wrong to love our spouses, or our children, in fact we are 

commanded to do so, but our love for God takes first place over these other 

loves. 

• Do not fall into the trap of comparing my devotion to someone else’s. I am 

not responsible for their zeal and passion, but I am responsible for mine.  

• A Christianity that is not empowered by this love to God is a weak, sickly, 

wayward and unsatisfactory Christianity.  

o Rev. 3:15-16, I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 

VS. 31: 

• Here Jesus adds the loving of our neighbor as the second most primary, 

foundational commandment. Lev. 19:18. 

• NEIGHBOR: to be near, within reach of our action. 

• No one loves God the unseen who does not love man the seen.  

o (1 JN. 4:20) If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he 

is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how 

can he love God whom he has not seen? 

o (Rom. 13:8-10) 

o Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Mt. 7:12 

o Do not render evil for evil. 1 Pet. 3:9 

o Pray for those who spitefully use you, Love your enemies, bless those 

who curse you. Mt.  5:44-46 

o In lowliness of mind think more highly of others. Phi. 2:3 



VS. 32: 

• This Scribe listened, held his mind open to hear what Jesus was saying. He 

agrees with Jesus, something the rest would not do. 

VS. 34: 

• The Scribe commenting on what Jesus said about this commandment replies 

that it is more than all the burnt offerings & sacrifices hints that perhaps 

these were to his clan the first commandments, the ceremonial laws. 

• Not far from the kingdom of God, but not in.  

• Jesus must have discerned that this man had a real measure of sensitivity in 

his seeking, a flicker of real heart searching for truth. 

• Listening to Jesus, accepting what Jesus said, heeding and receiving what 

Jesus said. 

• Jesus here is inviting this man to “come follow me.” 

 

CONCLUSION:  

• If these are the chiefest of the commandments and all other 

commandments flow out of these, how dangerous it must be to discard 

them, to disobey them. Oh how we need grace and forgiveness.  

• Jesus is our example on how to love God and man. What do we see in Him. 

• The eternal God has put in our hearts the longing and desire, the hunger to 

love God more and more.  

• He has sent His Spirit which lifts us to Him crying Abba Father. He has put 

this eternity in our hearts. 

• Why does God want us much, expect so much from us? 

• Because He has given so much, not just our blessings….. but by His Spirit 

Himself and oh how He loves us!  

• Do I know the love of my Father, do I experience the love of my Father. Will 

I believe that He loves me? 

• To know and love God is the highest joy of man. This God desires of us. 

• No relationship on earth can fulfill the longing of the human heart, soul or 

mind like Jesus. 

 

• My Christianity is nothing unless I am loving God and from this love, loving 

my fellow man. 

• I am no better of a Christian than the measure of my love of God. 

• Our love to God increases as we spend time with Hi. 

• Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit operating in our lives, we can love 

and Know God more. This is God’s work in the soul of the seeking man. 

 Mt. 11:27 


