
MARK 12:18-27 THE EXPOSING OF THE SADDUCEES 

INTRO: 

• This is the third attack on Christ. Sanhedrin, Pharisees, now Sadducees. 

THE SADDUCEES: 

• This is the only time the Sadducees are mentioned in the book of Mark. 

• Sadducees = "the righteous" 

• A religious party at the time of Christ among the Jews, who deemed the 

written law alone to be obligatory on the nation, as the divine authority. 
They denied the following doctrines: (Acts 23:8) 

▪ resurrection of the body 

▪ immortality of the soul 

▪ existence of spirits and angels or demons 

▪ final judgment. 

▪ divine predestination, but they affirmed man’s free will 

• They only accepted the 5 books of Moses, the Pentateuch, that is the first 5 

books of the bible as written authority. 

• So, if a doctrine or teaching could not be defended from these books, they 

rejected it. 

•  The majority of the Sadducees were High Priests, Priests, and were 

typically very wealthy and powerful. 

• Though small in number, their power was great. The most powerful…. 

• They considered themselves the religious aristocrats of Judaism, and tended 

to have a higher opinion of themselves, they were basically religious snobs. 

• The Sadducees believed that the affairs of man and history were determined 

not by a sovereign God, but that the affairs of men and history was 

determined solely by the free will of humanity. 

• The Pharisees believed in the sovereignty of God in and over the affairs of 

men. 

THE DUTY AND DURATION OF MARRIAGE: 

• In Vs. 24 this hypothetical question they raise to Jesus is based on Dt. 25… 

Let’s take a look. Deut. 25: 5-8.  

• Here if a husband dies without having a descendant, the widow can claim her 

right to an unmarried brother  

• See this worked out in Ruth 3:9-13, 4:1-10 

• By the way Ruth’s Mother-in-law Rahab, Boaz’s mother. And Jesus’ great 

grandmother 26X over was Ruth. 

• Until death do us part. 

 

 

 



THE ANGELS: Used nearly 200 time in the N.T. 

• Notice in vs. 25 Jesus did not say we would become angels, but we would be 

like the angels. 

• That is like them regarding no males or females and because of that, no 

marriage bonds. 

• The angels are created spirits and do not die.  

• They do not procreate, they themselves are beings wholly created by God. They 

are of the exact number now as the day they were created. No more, no less. 

• And in the New Heavens in our glorified bodies, we will no longer die and the 

number, like the angels will be a absolute non changing fixed number. No need 

for procreation. 

• We will actually be above the angels. 

o 1 Cor. 6:3 do you not know that we shall judge angels? 

• They are spirits and they are to minister to the heirs of salvation.  

o Heb. 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for 

those who will inherit salvation? 

• And have we forgotten the verse in Mt. that states,  

o “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to 

you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is 

in heaven. (18:10) 

o PS. 34:7; The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, 

And delivers them. 

THE SCRIPTURES AND THE POWER OF GOD: 

• Notice the emphasis of Jesus regarding the scriptures, in vs. 24 and again in 

vs. 26 where He makes it clear that they should be familiar with the 

scriptures. 

o Ps. 119:97-105 

o Ps. 19:7 2,  Tim. 3:15 

o 2 Tim. 3:16, Prov. 2:6, 

o Heb. 4:12 

• VS. 24: “Are you not deceiving yourselves and for this reason you do not 

know the scriptures nor the power of God.” 

• This question is rhetorical.  

• MISTAKEN - ERROR. Literally, “to wander out of the way.” Used of 

wandering sheep, to go astray, and our noun word “planet” come from this 

Greek root, Plano.  

• They wondered away from the truth because they did not know the 

scriptures, nor the greatness of God’s power. 

• This was the source of their ignorance, a lack of the true knowledge of 

scriptures and the power of God. 

• The Sadducees thought they held superior wisdom and understanding, 

however Jesus exposes, not only their error and ignorance but also the 

source of it. 

• In vs. 27 Jesus says to the Sadducees that they are not just mistaken, but 

that they are “greatly mistaken.” 



• Notice also that Jesus not only quotes from the scriptures as He did when 

Satan came to trip Him up in the wilderness temptation, but uses the very 

book they were supposed to be experts in, Exodus the book of Moses. 

THE RESURRECTION & THE POWER OF GOD: 

• Vs. 25; Jesus does not say “if they rise,” but “when” they rise.  

• Remember, Abraham believed in the resurrection.  

o Heb. 11:17- 19,  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 

Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only 

begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be 

called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the 

dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 

• David believed in the resurrection, (2 Sam. 12:23 I will go to him)  

• Daniel believed in the resurrection; (Dan. 122:2)  

o Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to 

everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 

• And dear Job askes, “If a man dies, shall he live again?” (Job. 14:14) 

• And then answers his own question in Job 19:25-27;  

o For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the 

earth; 26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I 

shall see God, 27 Whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall 

behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 

• Resurrection is not the restoration of life as we know it, it is the entrance 

into a new life that is endlessly different. Gloriously more than we can 

imagine. 

• God love those who are His, he delights in them, He enjoys His fellowship 

and interaction with mankind, and He will not let death rob Him of this 

pleasure or cause Him to grieve or be bereaved of His joy. OH, DEATH 

WHERE IS THY VICTORY? 

• Paul delt with this in Corinth as some of them doubted the doctrine of the 

resurrection. 

o 1 Cor. 15:12-19, 35-53 

• The scriptures clearly declare those we love who are in Jesus and have 

passed on; are yet alive and enjoying the eternal presence of God. 

• And who knows the power of God? 

o To forgive. 

o To judge. 

o To create. 

o Wisdom & Power. Job. 38-41, and 42: 1-3 

• Phil. 3:8-12; From the Amplified. 

CONCLUSION: 

 

ALL I WANT IS TO KNOW AND LOVE MY LORD! 


