MARK 12:13-17 IMAGE AND DEBT.

REVIEW:

Over the last couple of weeks, we have had the teaching of the fruitless
fig tree, then the temple being cleansed , and the question of authority.
(am I under) Kept sacred for God. Song of Songs 4:12

Then we looked at the meaning of the parable of the vineyard. Am I God'’s
vineyard, my soul? Has God placed me in a vineyard to tend?

This morning, we will consider the teaching of the “denarius.”

READ MK. 12:13-17.

VS. 13

Read Mt. 22:15, and LK. 20

They refer to the Sanhedrin from 11:27,

On the Monday of this Passover week, just two days earlier, Jerusalem
demonstrated Jesus’ unparalleled popularity among the people.

To be able to accomplish their goal of killing Jesus, the Jewish religious
leaders would have the task of trying to sway the people’s opinion
against Jesus.

They also needed to persuade the Roman leaders that Jesus was a
criminal and that He had committed a crime worthy of death.

I find it absolutely amazing that they were able to manipulate the people
and cause them to make a complete reversal of their attitudes toward
Jesus in just a couple of days. (MK. 11:9, 10, MK. 15:11-14.)

To accomplish this the Sanhedrin decided to set traps to catch Jesus with
His words.

This passage records the second of 4 of these traps.

See these 2 groups in MK. 3:6

The Pharisees and the Herodians were opposed to one another. They
were on opposite sides of where their loyalties belong.

The Pharisees were great promoters of the liberty and individualism of
the Jews and their nation.

They considered the Herod clan to be evil usurpers of David’s throne as
Herod was an Edomite, a descendant of Esaw, and not a Jew, and they
opposed paying tribute to Caesar. They hated the Roman authority and
occupation of their nation.

They would tithe the smallest of things, anise, mint and cummin yet
would avoid paying tax to Caesar.

The Herodians were great loyalists to Herod, his family, and the Romans.
They would not agree with the rebellious mindset of the Pharisees or
Israel,

Here the two enemies join forces in their common goal to trap Jesus with
His words and use this to destroy Him.

Like Pilate and Herod, when on the day they judged Jesus, they became
friends. (Lk. 23:2)



Enemies will often join forces when their hatred of one enemy is grater
that their hatred for the other.

To: CATCH"” This word is used only this time in the N.T. and it means “to
take by hunting, it insinuates violent pursuit.

A word picture would be the hunting of a man-eating tiger and using a pit
which at the bottom had been placed sharp spikes to impale him.

. 14

“CARE ABOUT NO ONE,” The meaning is He would not be swayed by what
others would say or think. He would not compromise the truth to please
man regardless of their reaction. He was not seeking popularity.

His testimony was; For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the
Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I
should speak. (IJn. 12:49)

Yet He was kind, compassionate and gentle with the humble, wounded,
the true seekers.

He understood them and was moved by the suffering of the people.

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
(Heb. 4:15)

Jesus was so committed to the truth that He did not take the temperature
of the people or the culture before speaking or answering. He did not
confer with people or culture.

You teach the way of God in truth. (Orthos)

Hypocrisy; Teacher, Rabbi, we know you are true, and teach the way of
God in truth.

What hypocrisy, they had no intention of believing or following His
teaching.

What they said of Jesus was true, but they were trying to embolden Him,
to butter Him up in hopes that He would let His guard down and
incriminate Himself.

Out of their own mouths would they be judged and found guilty.

14b: This tax they asked Jesus about was a poll tax. A tax not on land or
the sale of goods, but on their “"person.” One denarius per year. It was an
implication that they were in debt and thus owned by Caesar.



VS. 15

¢ The denarius was a small silver coin that was equal in value to one mans
average daily wage.

e The payment for this poll tax had to be made with the denarius bearing
Caesars’ image. He was master.

¢ At this time the image impressed on the coin was Caesar Tiberius, who
reigned after Caesar Augustus.

¢ And the inscription read “Tiberius Caesar, son of the divine Augustus.

e On the reverse side was the inscription “"Pontif Maxim,” meaning “high
priest.”

¢ The name “"Augustus” meant, “"august one, and was a religious honor
indicating that he possessed absolute majesty.

e The earlier coin was a Hebrew coin on which no image was permitted, and
carried the name of their rulers and their high priest.

VS. 17

¢ To Render means to pay a debt.

e Jesus was basically saying, “render to Caesare all the tings due him.” He
minted the money you use with his image and inscription on it so render
to him all that is his due. Honor, abiding peacefully, respect and tax.

o Rom. 13:1-7

e In Lk. 23:2 we find the accusers of Jesus lying and accusing Him of
forbidding the people to pay taxes to Caesar.

e In the end they could not trap Him and they would have to resort to lying.

o LK. 23:1-2; Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him
to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found
this fellow perverting [2lthe nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to
Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.”

APPLICATION:
¢ Whose image and inscription do we bear?
o Gen. 1:26, 27
¢ What do we owe to God, what should we truly render to Him:
o MK. 13:29, 30 Rom. 12:1-2, Phil. 2:17, 1 Peter 2:”5, Heb. 13:15-16.
o Gal. 2:20


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2023%3A1-2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25938a

