MARK 12:1-12 THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD
INTRO:

e Mk. 11:27-33 Authority: Review

e They were all yet in the temple. Just 2 days before our Lord’s crucifixion.

¢ The majority of Jesus’ parables are recorded by Matthew and Luke.

¢ Mark has much fewer parables, the last one being in chapter 4.

e Jesus told us in Mark 4:11-12 why He chose to speak in parables;

e They were designed to present a truth about the Kingdom of God in such a
way that Jesus’ disciples and those who truly followed Him would
understand while those who would not believe would not understand.

e Matt. records 3 parables here, with basically the same lesson, Israels failure
to fulfill God’s call and purpose for them with their failure to accept His Son
the Messiah, Jesus.

¢ However, this parable was spoken in such a way that the Sanhedrin, those
proud, jealous, hating unbelievers clearly understood.

¢ Jesus did not avoid a confrontation with them, He did not try to pacify them,
we went boldly after their consciences and made them face their heart
sickness.

¢ He did not butter them up telling them how much God loved them, (though
He did) or that everything would ok; rather He exposed their hellish plans
and hearts.

¢ Jesus spoke kindly and sympathetically to those who were humble and truly
hungry for the life of God. A bruised reed He would not break nor quench a
smoldering wick.

e But to the arrogant and proud His approach was hard and directly.

e This parable also teaches us again that with great privilege comes great
responsibility.

READ MK. 12:1-12

VS. 1

e Describe a vineyard, its care and agricultural significance.

¢ God had given to Israel everything they needed to be His people, to bring
forth godly fruit, to be His image bearers in the earth.

¢ He had given them the law and the offerings, the scriptures, the priesthood
and prophets, all was furnished for them to bring forth fruit unto God.

e And yet He has been long suffering with us, PS. 103:9-11

e The Owner of the vineyard goes off to a far country, or so it seems, leaving,
what to us looks like He is far away,

e but God is always near, watching, aiding, gifting, blessing. He directs us to
work out our own salvation in fear and trembling.

e God has blessed this country with so much. Churches, bibles, buildings,
teachers and preachers, Christian colleges, biblical beginnings and a godly,
biblical founding, prosperity, talent, but where is the fruit?




VS. 3

¢ "“They caught him and beat him.” To beat him in the Greek means to ‘take
the skin off” or to remove skin.
e The rebellion gets progressively more intense.

VS. 6

¢ Notice the tender, long-suffering of God. If He was a cruel Sovereign, He
would have brought destruction on the vinedressers after the first refusal
and rebellion, but no He has patiently, and expectantly come 4 times.

¢ In the end judgment comes. God’s Spirit will not always strive with man.

¢ Man’s sin, hardness and rebellion is startling, it seems to have no bounds.

¢ Though men acknowledge Him as the Heir, the Heir of all things, rather than
worship, reverence, and obey Him, they determine to kill Him. They deny
their own inner knowledge and conscience due to their self-love.

e The vinedressers were so hardened and hateful that after they had
murdered the owner’s son, they did not have the decency to bury him, but
just through him away leaving His body to the vultures or jackals.

¢ No one can keep any gift that God gives except on the condition that he
uses it, and uses it for God’s glory.

¢ Man can be removed from his blessed position, his gift and privilege
withdrawn, taken away, and like Israel, their privilege given to another.

¢ Let us make sure we are making good use of our gifting and place in the
vineyard of privilege.

¢ In Matt record the vinedressers answer the question and in doing so admit
their own guilt and pass sentence on themselves.

o They *said to Him, “"He will bring those wretches to a wretched end
and lease the vineyard to other vine-growers, who will pay him the
fruit in the proper seasons.”

e And when the penny dropped, when they realized Jesus spoke this of them
Luke records,

o And when they heard it they said, “"Certainly not! This phrase
“certainly not” is in the GK the strongest term of negation, denial or
rejection in the Gk. language.

VS. 11

e Here the rejection of the Stone, the Rock of our salvation, He whom God
builds His church upon, the corner stone of PS. 118 is seen to be Jesus.
e In the end, no evil succeeds, its end will always be shame and destruction.



VS.

12

Here, rather than repent, they harden their hearts, they doubled down in
their sinful rebellion and cemented their hellish determination to murder
Him, thus sealing their own fate.

In the end we see revealed the hardness and deceitfulness of the human
heart, the depravity of man apart from God and His grace.

o Jer. 17: 9-10; “"The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately
wicked; (incurably sick) Who can know it? 1°I, the LORD, search the
heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according to his ways,
according to the fruit of his doings.

CONCLUSION:

Interpret the parable.
Now compare; Isa. 5:1-7
Now notice in Isa. the judgment falls on the vineyard, and here in Mark the
judgment falls on the religious leaders, the clergy.
The vineyard lives on as the great church of Jesus Christ.
A certain man planted a vineyard and went into a far country.
God has lent out a vineyard to everyone, to work. And in this partnership
God sees, examines and judges our work, our vineyard and expects a
return.
Is my vineyard bringing forth fruit? is it furthering the pleasure, honor and
cause of the Christ?
The church is God’s vineyard.
There is a pastor’s vineyard, a Sunday School teachers vineyard, a deacon’s
vineyard, a church covenant member vineyard, a hospitality vineyard, a
music team vineyard
And certainly, our souls are a vineyard. And to God we owe a fruitful
response and bounty.
God has furnished all that is needed for the church and our souls to return
to Him His due payment.
He has provided the cross, our sin forgiven, purchased our salvation, made
peace for us with the Father, sent His Spirit into our hearts, gave us His
word, put us in a body of believers... endless grace and provision.
He looks for and deserves a just return for His labors. He is looking for a
fruitful return on His investment.

o Rom. 6:22, (holiness) Gal. 5:22, 23, (spirit) Phil. 1:11, (righteousness) Col.

1:10, (good works) JN. 15: 8. (God’s glory)

The fruit God seeks from us is more for our benefit that for His. The bearing
of this fruit links us to the Eternal, it reflects the Glory of God, proves His
ownership, and thus the fruit is to the glory of God.



