
MARK 11:27-33 THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS 

REVIEW: 

• The fig tree, cleansing of the temple, prayer and faith, forgiveness. 

INTRO: 

• These 7 verses comprise the first of 4 questions that are asked of our 

Lord.  

o Is it lawful to pay tribute to Ceasar? 12:14. 

o Whose wife will she be? 12:23 

o What is the greatest commandment? 12:28 

 

• Here we see the religious leaders again challenging God’s authority. 

• It is not a good idea to challenge the authority of God. It did not 

work ours so well for Pharoh and it would be even worse for Israel. 

 

We have 4 points in this first question:  

 

• 27-28: A QUESTION FOR JESUS.  (where does your authority come 

from?) 

• 29-30: A QUESTION FROM JESUS: (where did John’s authority come  

          from?) 

• 31-33: QUESTIONS UNANSWERED: (we cannot tell, neither will I 

tell.) 

 

• THE QUESTION ANSWERED 

 

VS. 27-28; A question for Jesus: 

• As Jesus walked and talked to the multitudes in the temple the chief 

priests, scribes and elders break into the scene and interrupt Jesus. 

• These Jewish leaders already knew or had heard that Jesus had on 

several occasions claimed to be from God, that His authority was 

given Him by the Father. 

• Here coming to entrap Jesus is all the religious powers of the Jewish 

nation. 

• Between the Chief Priests, the retired Priests, the heads of the 24 

courses of Priest and the chosen elders of the people, there may 

have been as many as 70. 

• This was the highest tribunal of law and judgment, the heart of the 

Jewish nation. 



• And in just a couple of days these same men would judge Jesus as a 

blasphemer and condemn Him to death by the cross. 

o Mk. 14: 53, 55 

• Here they were trying to trap Him into saying it again and in front of 

the whole Sanhedrin and the crowds so they could, without any 

question accuse Him of blaspheme and sentence Him to death.  

• They have had envy and murder in the hearts for some time. 

o See MK. 8:31 

• The “these things” of vs. 28, are the recent things of Jesus, the royal 

entry into Jerusalem, the cleansing of the temple and the recent 

miracles there. 

VS. 29, 30; A Question from Jesus: 

• The whole ministry of John Baptist is implied in the question which 

Jesus asks them of the baptism of John. Is it from Heaven? (Vs. 30) 

• John the Baptist had challenged these same religious leaders a 

couple of years earlier. Mt. 3:5-10 

• Real authority and power only comes from God.  

• Man is unable to create power or authority, all man can do is 

recognize it and honor it.  

o Jn. 19:10, 11 

VS. 31, 33, The Question Unanswered: 

• If Johns baptism was from heaven/God then the Sanhedrin would 

have to accept Jesus’ authority as well. they should be following Him. 

• If Jesus was just usurping authority and it was not from God, then 

the Sanhedrin had the right and responsibility to stop Christ and 

expel Him from the temple. 

• The Sanhedrin chose to play it safe protecting their standing, power, 

and position rather than humble themselves and accept the truth. 

• Their reputations were more important to them than truth or 

salvation. 

• They could not trap Him or cause Him to stumble for Jesus always 

walked in the light.  

o JN. 11:9; “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone 

walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 

the light of this world.  

• The Sanhedrin’s answer of “we cannot” of vs. 33; (KJV); really 

meant, “we will not.” “We will not accept the truth, which in their 

hearts they knew as true. 

 

 

 



THE QUESTION ANSWERED. 

• Jesus’ question has a dual meaning for its answer answers both the 

Sanhedrin’s question and Jesus’s, and the correct answer to Jesus’ 

question the correct answer to their question. 

• The answer to the question can be found in Mk. 1:4-11. 

o Heaven answered both questions. 

o Heaven opened, the Spirit descended, the Father spoke. 

o Thus, validating John’s ministry and the evidence of Jesus 

receiving anointing and authority from the Father. 

• The Father openly declared Jesus’s authority when at the Jordan 

Jesus was baptized by John. 

• The Sanhedrin must reconsider and accept the baptism of John in 

order to understand and have the answer of “where does Jesus’s 

authority come from. 

• Nicodemus knew the answer to this question way back in John 3:2; 

o Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no 

one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

• Jesus’ life and actions clearly showed His Godly authority.  

o Authority over demons, even thousands, MK. 1:21  

o Binding the strong man, 3:27 

o power over nature, calming storms, MK. 4:35 

o Multiplying food to feed thousands, Mk. 6:30 

o Walking on water, MK. 6:45 

o power over ever sickness and disease, 10 X in Mark. 

o Power over sin, Mk. 2:1 

o Power over death. 5:21 

• Jesus frequently affirmed His absolute authority. 

o Mt. 28:18 

o Mt. 11:27 

o JN. 3:35 

o Jn. 17:2 

o And regarding His authority with judgment; Jn. 5:22 ,27. 

o Re. 19:11-16 

o And He alone has the keys of death and Hades. Rev. 1:18 

CONCLUSION: 

• Is there an area in our hearts where we too are unwilling to bow to? 

• Being too in love with our self and sin: 

• Not willing to give up the idols of our lives. Not willing to pay the 

price? 

• Are there areas in my life where I will not let the truth of Jesus have 

access or authority? 

 


