MARK 11:22-25 HAVE FAITH IN GOD.

THE MOUNTAIN:

In the context here the fig tree, Israel, with its privilege of being the image
bearer of Jehovah to a lost world, who had been given the way to the tree of
Life, and ended in hypocrisy, deadness and tradition.

This hypocrisy and unbelief was the mountain which was to be removed into
the sea.

In our context; vs. 12-21, the real subject has been the hypocrisy,
deadness, and the willful blindness of Israel and its worship of its false
man-made religious traditions.

This is the "mountain”, the obstacle Jesus was facing and thus gave the
object lesson about.

They had shifted their dependency, trust, and faith in God to a dependency
and pride of manmade rules and creations.

This mountain was seemingly immovable, something impossible in human
energy to remove.

What mountain do we need to see moved and cast into the sea?

THE PRAYER OF FAITH:

1) HAVE FAITH IN GOD: THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD: vs. 22

These verses are some of the most misused verses in the whole bible. Taken
out of context and used to manipulate people.

I believe the subject of these verses, 22-25, is the phrase, “have faith in
God.”

The bible says that “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of
God.” Rom. 10:17.

The word, “"word” in Gk. is "'rehma, that which is or has been uttered by the
living voice, the thing spoken, word. vs. Logos. 70X in N.T.

Also used in Eph. 6:17; And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God;

What do I know of the faithfulness of God. Can we say with the Psalmist;
Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the
clouds.

Do I experientially know God is faithful?

He tells us in Isa. 55:11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, And it
shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

God will not, cannot deny Himself. 2 Tim. 2:13; If we are faithless,

He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.

And again, the scriptures tell us;_“"God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a
son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has
He spoken, and will He not make it good? Num. 29:13

Deut. 7:9; “"Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful
God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those
who love Him and keep His commandments;




e Rev. 19:16a; Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He
who sat on him was called Faithful and True

2) WHAT DID IT LOOK LIKE FOR JESUS?

I believe this statement is Jesus giving testimony on how He walked this
earth fulfilling His mission dependent on the Faithfulness of God.
Omnipotence was His, but for the present, laid aside.

o Jn.5:19,JIn. 11:41-42.
In this sense He is made like unto His brethren. (Heb. 2:14) Dependent
on the leading and will of the Father.
His earthly life was lived under the rule and absolute direction and will of
His Father.

o Acts 2:22; “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a

Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which
God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know

o Heb. 2:13 Jesus said; "I will put My trust in Him.”
Jesus lived in such rich and real relationship with God, so He says to all
His disciples, “have faith in God.”
When the will of God was revealed to Jesus, He looked to the Father and
embraced the answer, He expected the answer, He knew what the Father
would do.
At the rapid withering of the fig tree the disciples wondered how could
the fig tree wither and die so quickly?
They thought, “"Jesus how did you do that?” They were amazed at His
power, but Jesus pointed them to His source of power, the direction and
will of God.
Jesus deflected the credit for the miracle from Himself to His source, His
Father. Have Faith in God.

3) WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE FOR US?

First, we need to ask for wisdom, God’s wisdom, for we do not know
often enough the will of God, or are unwilling to know or hear due to the
voice of our desire to have what we want.

o James 1:5; If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

vs. 24 “whatever things you ask when you pray, the “whatever things,”
are those things we know are His will for the situation.

In these verses the encouragement is that whatever we pray for or ask
for, that is the things God has shown us, the things God has confirmed to
be His will to us, believe God and believe He has already granted the
answer and so we have received them.

This is faiths definition;

o Heb. 11:1; Now faith is the substance, of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. or from the classic amplified,

o Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the
things [we] hope for, being the proof of things, [we] do not



see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact
what is not revealed to the senses].

e You may not at present hold the thing prayed for, but faith is the “tittle
deed” of that which we have prayed for. That assurance of faith given by
the Holy Spirit for that which God has promised.

¢ The answer may not have arrived yet, it may be delayed, but I hold in my
hand of faith, my soul, the tittle deed and thus believe.

e You believe that you have received them because God has already
revealed His will to us, His approval.

e He has given us His word, our faith is in His word which is sure as the
Character of God. Faith in Him!

o Heb. 6:13-19.

e Follow God’s leading, trust and obey Him, depend on His faithfulness, His
direction. (Hester)

¢ The mountain in our life come in many forms, what hinders my walk with
God? What sin so easily besets me? What is the obstacle that forbids me
to be like Jesus? What is the mountain that keeps me from prayer?

e Faith exercised in prayer, is rooted in the direction, the instruction, the
will of God, is able to cast the mountain of our disabilities, brokenness’s,
obstacles, weaknesses, sin and self-love into the sea. “Have faith in
God!”

¢ What is the Goliath in my walk with Jesus. (me?)

e However, let me say this, “faith cannot create itself; it cannot create the
will of God, the will of God creates faith.

SOME PRINCIPLES OF PRAYER:

e I haven't taken time to ask. To busy to pray.

¢ I ask amiss, something selfish and which God has not ordained for me.
James 4:2-3

¢ Is my request according to the will of God? 1 JN. 5:14-15.

o and Jn. 14:13-14 asking in His name.

¢ Knowing the will of God regarding the issue, am I persistent? Luke 18:1-8

¢ Am I asking in faith? Heb. 11:6

e If married, how is my relationship with my spouse? 1 Peter 3:7

e And am I loving, forgiving:

e Vs. 25 follows on from the praying and believing mentioned in vs. 24 to
forgiveness which springs from love of vs. 25.

e The disciples, like us, may have had the tendency to call down fire on those
who disagreed, offended or opposed them.

e Our hearts may be hardened and closed to them, so God here enjoins here
the principal that it should not be so with us and further teaches us to;

o pray for those who despitefully use us. (Mt. 5:44-45a) _But I say to
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those
who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you, 4° that you may be sons of your Father in heaven

o I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy
hands, without wrath and doubting; (1 Tim. 2:8)




Trusting God leads to loving our fellow man, thus are our prayers effective.
God’s answer may be “Yes.”

It may be “"Not Yet”, wait.

It may be answered in a way you “did not expect.”

And sometimes it is just “"No.”

CONCLUSION”

We must not loose sight of the truth here that the church as well as
believers are the temple of God and we are to be a house of prayer.

o 1 Cor. 3:6, Do you not know that you are the temple of God
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

o 1Cor. 6:19; Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own?

Prayer for all peoples and nations, and our prayers must be prayers of faith
and love.

o 1 Tim. 2:1-3; Therefore I [2lexhort first of all that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 2for
kings and all who are in [®lauthority, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and [clreverence. 3 For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,

God’s house was to be known as a house of prayer...and for all nations. Am
I, are we known for prayer?
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