
MARK 11:12-21 JUDGMENT ON ISRAEL 

REVIEW: 

• Where did we leave off? Where the two ways meet, the late hour. (11) 

INTRO: 

• When Jesus finally enters Jerusalem the beloved city, His first destination 

was the temple, the house of God. This says much about the heart and 

mission of Jesus. 

• This passage introduces us to a remarkable day in the Messianic history. 

• On Tuesday of the Passion Week the Lord Jesus Christ, in a complete 

reversal of the Jewish people’s messianic hopes and expectations, by 

symbolic display pronounced a curse on the temple, the treasure, the heart 

and life of the Jewish nation. 

• In a shocking turn of events, Israel, the covenant nation, chosen of God, 

was cursed by God the Messiah because of its rejection of Him. 

• This rejection would come to its fulness when on Friday of this same week 

the crowd, urged on by the religious leaders, called for the crucifixion of 

Jesus, God the Son. 

• Israel is often in the O.T. likened to a fig tree. (Hosea, Nahum, Jeremiah.) 

• The cursing of the fig tree is the only miracle of Jesus that was destructive.  

• Either the end of the first day in Jerusalem or the beginning of the second 

day,  

• The Epectation, The Temple, The Judgment. 

 

READ MK. 11:12-21 

THE EXPECTAION: 

• The whole incident of the fig tree was not done for Jesus’ benefit, but for 

the benefit of the disciples, it was to be a lesson on the dangers of hypocrisy 

and bareness. 

• Some commentators say this incident shows the humanness and limitations 

of Jesus, I don’t agree I believe He was fully aware of the lack of fruit on 

the tree and intended to use the tree and its barrenness as an object lesson 

on the dangers of hypocrisy, and barrenness.  

• There were several different varieties of fig trees in Israel, which made it 

possible to harvest figs several time in the year. 

• The main harvest would be in the fall. however occasionally some would 

produce small figs around the time of the Passover, just as the the tree was 

beginning to put on leaves.  

• Since this tree exhibited a full head of leaves it could be assumed that it 

also had edible figs.  

• This tree put forth all the foliage, the sign of fruitfulness, yet was barren. 

• At creation Jesus blessed all the fruit trees commanding them to be fruitful, 

but here as an example of the willful blindness of Israel, He commands this 

fig tree to be forever fruitless. 



THE TEMPLE: 

• This is the second time Jesus cleansed this temple. (Jn. 13-22) 

• The temple was divided into 4 parts, the court of the Gentiles, the court of 

women, the court of the Jews and the Holy of Holies. 

• The court of the Gentiles was the largest. here the Gentiles were allowed 

into the temple.  

• The Jews had some understanding of God’s promise to Abraham their 

patriarch, that through Abraham all nations would be blessed. 

• This court was on the outer edges of the temple but still a place from which 

they might know and fear the Lord. (1 Kings 8:41-43) 

• Israel had a mission to proclaim and display the truth and Character of God. 

• Because the Jews despised the Gentiles, the place of buying and selling was 

set up here. 

• The sales from these things became one of the most lucrative sources of 

income for the Sanhedrin. 

• The record of the fig tree and the judgment on the nation of Israel and the 

temple are certainly connected. 

o The outward bareness (the tree) and the inward corruption, (the 

temple).  

• A great place to evangelize and introduce God to unbelievers, instead the 

religious representatives showed the fruits of their hearts, commerce and 

greed. The world in the church. 

• The temple was meant to be a place that reflected the holiness of God, but it 

had become a place of playing, extortion and preying. 

• Mark specifically mentions the selling of doves. which was a sacrifice 

available to the poorest of the poor. They were even taking advantage of the 

poor. 

• The Jewish historian, Josephus, recorded in AD 66, as the Roman armies 

began to surround Jerusalem, that 255,000 lambs were slaughtered in 

Jerusalem during the Passover, a lot of business and money passed 

through. 

• Here Jesus cleansed the temple of animals, money changers, those selling, 

etc.  

• In the temple we see Jesus doing several things. 

o Casting out those who bought and sold.  

o Over turned the tables of the money changers. 

o The seats of those who sold doves. 

o And would not let anyone carry merchandise through the temple. 

o Matt. adds that after this cleansing he taught and healed the lame and 

the blind. 

• The Jews had hoped that when the Messiah came, He would cleanse the 

temple of the Gentiles, but instead He cleansed the temple of the corrupt 

Jews for the Gentiles.  

• It was to be a place for all people and prayer, not sheep, goats and money. 

• After the cleansing of the temple Matt. records for us the true purpose of 

the temple. Jesus heals the blind and the lame. (21:14-17) Spiritually. 



THE JUDGMENT: 

• Now sandwiched between the 2 bookends of the fruitless fig tree is the 

judgment and cleansing of the temple. 

• In these last dew days of Jesus earthly life and ministry, after over 3 years 

of miracles, blessings, care and compassion Jesus brings the final warning 

and judgment, for “He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. 

• Up until now Jesus had shown great patience and mercy toward Israel, but 

now comes judgment. God’s mercy is great and He is patient, but if 

continually refused there comes the day of reconning. (Rom. 2:4-6) 

• Jesus weeps over Jerusalem. (19:41-45) 

• Israel with all its religious pomp and ceremony, was impotent to bear any 

real fruit of Godliness, and rather than being the “joy of the whole earth,” it 

had become a disgrace, a blemished image of God, unable to draw lost souls 

to Jehovah. 

• The withering of the fig tree which was displayed its bearing of fruit, but did 

not, is a picture of fruitless and barren Israel and God’s judgment on its 

hypocrisy. 

• Normally it takes a season before a tree completely dries up due to life and 

moisture in the roots, but here to see the power and authority of Christ the 

fig tree is completely dried up and dead over in one day. (20, 21) 

• We must notice shortly after Mattews account Jesus follows up with this, 

21:43 

o Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone 

which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This 

was the LORD’s doing, 

And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 “Therefore, I say to you, the 

kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing 

the fruits of it. 

• The fig tree, a symbol of Israel, at Jesus’ word was dried up from the roots. 

• 3 years earlier John B. had spoken of laying the ax to the root of the tree. 

(Mt. 3:9, 10) 

• Just like the fig tree, Israel had proven unfruitful and barren with respect to 

God’s purpose for her.  

• Her worship had become hypocrisy and it to would be cursed and wither. 

• Fruitlessness is a very serious offence to God who is the giver of gift and 

grace. 

• God has not called us to barrenness, but to fruit bearing. 

• There is much more to the Christian life that “not doing.” 

• Usefulness and doing are signs of being alive. neglect and bareness may be 

signs of separation and self-absorption. 

• One of Jesus rebukes was “you gave me no meat,” you took me not in,” you 

gave me no water,” you did not wash my feet,” you gave me no kiss,” you 

did not anoint my head.” 

• A “not doing” can be as sinful as a wrong doing. Sins of omission. 

• We are to bring forth fruits of righteousness and good works. (Phil. 1:11, 

Eph. 2:10, Jn. 15:5, 8) 



• Here Jesus passes this judgment on Israel as the nation of God, its 

corrupted religious system of self-righteousness and works, which centered 

around the temple, began to wither and die on that Tuesday, and would 

accelerate dramatically on Friday when God tore the veil from top to 

bottom, the veil which separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy place and 

this curse of withering would be completed in less than 40 years by the 

Roman armies in 70 A.D.  

• This last coming to Jerusalem was a judicial act. The King and Judge passing 

a verdict unto an unfaithful fruitless nation.  

• They were to be image bearers of the God of Israel, but had failed 

worshipping the created rather than their Creator. 

• This was not only the time when the nation of Israel rejected Him, but He 

also here rejects them. 

• He stands as a robed Supreme Judge, standing and passing the verdict upon 

the guilty. 

• The high priests, rulers, pharisees and scribes thought they were passing 

judgment on Him, totally ignorant that they were the ones being judged and 

that their spiritual life line had already dried and died at the root. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

• Judgment must first begin in the house of God, whose house we are. 

• The Jesus in the person of the Holy Spirit enters his temple, He “looks 

around discerning,” and cleansing His temple of self and sin.  

• What have I permitted to pass through my life, my soul which is the temple 

of God. 

• We are His temples. 1 Cor.3:16, 17, 6:19, 2 Corl 6:16 

• Let this incident of the baren fig tree be a lesson to the church to live the 

life, not just advertise it or talk it without the walk. 

• May it never be said of us as Paul warns in Rom. 2:24; For “the name of God 

is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” 

• Rom. 11:17-21 The broken off branches. 


